







Unofficial translation


 LAW ON HIGHER EDUCATION

Skopje, July, 2000

 LAW ON HIGHER EDUCATION

CHAPTER ONE

BASIC PROVISIONS

Subject-mater of regulation

Article 1

This Law regulates the conditions and the procedure for the establishing, financing and cessation of the work of higher education institutions, and sets out the principles governing the organization, management and development and the performing of the higher education activity. 






Definitions


Article 2

Under this Law, the particular terms listed below shall have the following meaning:

1. "University autonomy" shall mean the academic freedom, the academic management and the undeniability of the autonomy. 

2. "Academic recognition" shall mean the recognition of the right to access to higher education institutions of the Republic of Macedonia i.e. the recognizing of the right to continue higher education studies for the purpose of acquiring a higher education qualification, or the recognizing of a completed higher education qualification for academic purposes. 

3. "Academic community of a higher education institution" shall mean the community of persons selected to education-scientific, education and associate titles, including students and full time professors after latter's retirement. 

4. "Licensing of a higher education organization" shall mean the awarding of a status, the acknowledging and recognizing of a higher education organization on the basis of an evaluation process. 

5. ""The licensing act" shall mean the decision by which the licensing board has accepted the project on establishing a higher education institution including the requirements of establishing i.e. a document guaranteeing that such requirements will be met or that an already existing legal entity meets the requirements of performance of higher education activity.

6.”An evaluation agency” shall mean an organ for undertaking external evaluation of the quality of the higher education institution and the performance of its activity.

7. "A higher education institution" shall mean a university, a faculty, an art academy and a higher vocational school.

8. "Higher education institutions" shall mean higher education entities that have been licensed and entered into the registry of higher education institutions. 

9. "A higher vocational school" shall mean a higher education institution performing the higher education activity for professional studies and highly professional work in one or several fields. 

10.”A university wherein faculties and higher vocational schools with status of legal entities have been licensed” shall mean a university wherein both the university and the higher education institutions established within it have the status of legal entities. 

11.”A university wherein faculties and higher vocational schools have been licensed as internal organizational units without the status of legal entities” shall mean a university wherein only the university has a status of a legal entity, while the faculty and the higher vocational school are organized and carry out higher educational activity in the same manner as the faculties and the higher educational activities, in accordance with the Law; 

12. "Partial recognition" shall mean the formal recognition of a part of higher education studies successfully completed abroad. 

13. "A qualification document" shall mean a document proving a foreign educational qualification/ a diploma or a certificate issued by a competent education institution or studies in a foreign state. 

14. "Evaluation" shall mean the assessment of higher education quality covering numerous explicit procedures to assess the quality of higher education institutions, the faculty members and the study programs. 

15. "The Inter-University Conference" shall mean a form of cooperation and a body through which common interests are harmonized and decided upon of licensed public and private higher education institutions in the Republic of Macedonia and within which decisions are made on issues of common interest for all the higher education institutions in the State.  

16. "The higher education qualification" shall mean any degree, diploma or another certificate issued by a competent body confirming and evidencing the successful completion of a higher education program. 

17. "Qualification providing access to higher education" shall mean any diploma or another certificate issued by a competent body confirming the successful completion of an education program and providing the qualification holder the right to enroll i.e. gain access to higher education. 

18. "Continued (lifelong) education" shall mean any form of education acquired by the obtaining of a specific education degree for the purpose of a higher education degree or for the purpose of innovating the existing knowledge or upgrading the knowledge already acquired by new knowledge. 

19. "A credit system" shall mean a common procedure, laid down in accordance with the European Credit Transfer System (ECTS) enabling the following: a description of the liabilities (burden) of a student or the scope of responsibilities for study completion; the appraisal of the completed study scope; the evaluation and comparison of learning achievements and the transfer thereof from one to another higher education institution; where a credit reflects the quantity of work required by a course (a study program) in relation to the total quantity of work required to complete the whole academic year of studies i.e. lectures, practical work, seminars, exercises, individual work, examination etc.

20.”Faculty, i.e. higher educational school of origin” shall mean a faculty or a higher vocational school that develops a respective education-scientific areas and elects professors and associates performing educational-scientific activity at other higher education institutions as well.

 21. “Establishing of a higher education organization” shall mean a procedure in which licensing of a project for the establishment of a higher education institution is done, a decision on the establishment of a higher education institution is adopted and, on the basis of a decision by the minister in charge of higher education matters, the right to carry out higher education activity is acquired or the procedure in which a legal entity following the obtainment of a license organizes itself as higher education institution and on the basis of a decision of the minister in charge of the higher education matters performs the higher education activity, under the conditions laid down in this Law.  

22. "Founder" shall mean the Parliament of the Republic of Macedonia as well as the domestic or foreign individual or legal entity that sets up a higher education institution in accordance with this Law. 




                                


23.”General formal access requirements” shall mean the terms and conditions that must be met in all cases in order to gain access to higher education or to a certain level, which will result thereby or for the award of a higher education qualification at a certain level.

24. "Recognition" shall mean the formal recognition on the part of a competent body of the value of a foreign education qualification with respect to the access to education activities or employment. 

25. "Professional recognition" shall mean the recognition of a higher education qualification with the purpose of performing a professional activity in the Republic of Macedonia. 

26."Qualification recognition" shall mean a written confirmation by a competent State body that a foreign qualification certified by the documentation meets the requirements set out for the access to further studying or employment in the Republic of Macedonia. 

27."Qualification appraisal" shall mean the confirmation of the degree of a foreign qualification as certified by relevant documentation and the comparison of such degree to the degree/ level and contents of the qualification issued in the Republic of Maceodnia. 

28.”A higher education program” shall mean a study program recognized by a competent organ of a state that the particular higher education system belongs to and whose completion provides the student with a higher education qualification.

29.”Special formal access requirements” shall mean the terms and conditions that must be met in addition to the general ones in order to have access to particular education programs or for the obtaining of special qualifications in the higher education at a certain type of studies.

 30. "A study program" (curriculum) shall mean a set of relatively inter-related educational courses by which a student obtains a qualification providing him/her with the opportunity of performing a professional activity or of continuing his/her studies. 

31. "An expert commission" shall mean a commission established by the competent body at a licensed higher education institution, composed of persons belonging to teaching-scientific and teaching titles from the relevant scientific or expert field, within which recognition takes place. 

32. "The qualification degree" shall mean the value of education and studies the completion of which is evidenced by supporting documentation and dependant on the required qualification for enrollment to studies as well as dependant on the contents and the duration of such studies. 

33. "Cost participation" shall mean the sum of money that the student is bound to pay to a higher education institution in order to have the education costs partially compensated which have not as such been covered by the financing scheme of the higher education activity by the State or by other sources. 

34. "Study costs" shall mean the amount of finances necessary for studying at a higher education institution. 

35. "Art academy" shall mean a higher education institution performing the higher education and art-related activities and scientific research work within one or more related arts fields. 

36. "University" shall mean the highest in rank autonomous higher education scientific or art-related institution that consists of higher education institutions established pursuant to this Law. 

37. "Faculty" shall mean a higher education institution performing the higher education activity, the scientific research and the high-expertise work within one or several related scientific and expert fields.

38. "Member of the academic community" shall mean a person selected to an education-scientific, an education or an associate title, and a student at a higher education institution as well as full time professors following their retirement. 

The role and tasks of higher education institutions

Article 3

The role and the tasks of higher education institutions are the following: transfer of knowledge, organizing studies, education and science development and promotion, development of creative abilities, preparing students for professions in which applying scientific inventions and expertise is necessary, encouraging technological development, the development of fine arts, technical culture and sports and the progress of a society in which humans take over the responsibility for their own future. 

Higher education institutions perform the role and tasks referred in paragraph 1 of this Article by means of the following: 

- Organizing various types and degrees of higher education;

-Performing fundamental, development and applied research and carrying out the application activities;

-Participation in planning, establishing and development of the overall education system;

- Lifelong education; 

- Various types and forms of education and development in the area of science, technique and culture;

· scientific and technical cooperation with other national and foreign scientific and higher education institutions and managing other various forms of international cooperation;

-Organizing and carrying out of high level expertise application activities; and

-Other forms and types of raising the general education level and of encouraging constructive competition among various ideas and approaches. 

                           Types of higher education institutions

Article 4

The higher education institutions are: university, faculty and a higher vocational school.

A faculty performing an art-related activity may bear the title art academy. The provisions of this Law relating to the faculties apply correspondingly on the art academies.

The higher education institutions may be public, established by the State, and private ones, founded by domestic and foreign individuals and legal entities.

A higher education institution may bear the name “university”, “faculty”, “art academy” and “higher vocational school” provided that is has been set up and licensed in accordance with this Law.

The provisions of this Law, except for the ones explicitly relating to the public higher education institutions, shall apply also on the private higher education institutions.

The Academic Community

Article 5

The academic community shall consist of persons elected to teaching-scientific, scientific, teaching, associate and expert titles and of the students at the higher education institutions.  Full time professors shall remain members of the academic community after their retirement as well. 

Access to higher education

Article 6

The citizens of the Republic of Macedonia are entitled to higher education at higher education institutions in the Republic of Macedonia, under equal conditions and terms. 

By the application of the reciprocity principle, foreign citizens may also receive education at higher education institutions in the Republic of Macedonia, under the same conditions and terms as the Republic of Macedonia’s citizens do. 

Foreign citizens, other than persons referred to in the paragraph 2 of this Article, may also receive education at the higher education institutions.

The right to higher education shall also be granted to persons without citizenship, under the conditions specified by a law and by ratified international acts. 

The conditions laid down in paragraphs 1, 2 and 3 of this Article shall be specified in detail by the university, i.e. the higher education institution not within a university. 

The status of a legal entity

Article 7

A state university shall have the status of legal entity, its own giro account and the rights and responsibilities set out by this Law, the establishing act and the university bylaws. 

State faculties or higher vocational schools shall have the status of legal entities, a giro account and rights and duties determined by this Law, the establishing act, the bylaws of the university they are established within and their bylaws, unless when otherwise provided for by this Law.

In legal transactions, state faculties and higher vocational schools act on their own behalf and for their own account, with rights and duties determined by law, the university bylaws and their bylaws. The status of a legal entity may not be exercised contrary to this Law and the interests of the university within which they have been established.

Private higher education institutions shall have a legal entity status and an entitlement to own giro account under the conditions determined by the establishing act and the bylaw of the higher education institution. 

Organization units within the higher education institutions may have certain rights regarding legal transactions and the management thereof, within the scope and under the conditions set out by their founder. The higher education institution having set an organization unit shall, without any limitations, be responsible for the latter's duties and liabilities. 




Bylaw and other legal acts





Article 8

The bylaw shall be the basic legal act of a higher education institution.

The bylaw of a higher education institution shall regulate in greater detail the following: the internal organization, the manner of performing the higher education activity, the powers and the method of work and decision making of its organs, other issues of importance for its activity and work, for which this Law provides for regulation by a bylaw, as well as other relationships in accordance with the realization of its autonomy.

The management organ of a higher education institution shall enact the bylaw.

The senate of the university shall give a consent to the bylaw of a state faculty and higher vocational school.

The Licensing board shall give consent to the bylaw of a private higher education institution not within a university.

The faculty or higher vocational school organs shall be under duty to implement the acts and the decisions of the university organs.

The university and higher education institutions act of general character shall be published in the university gazette.

Seals, signs and other insignia

Article 9

Each higher education institution shall have its own seal. 

The seal shall contain the name and the seat of the higher education institution. 

The seals of the higher education institutions shall mandatorily contain the name of the university within which such higher education institution has been established, unless if the private higher education institution is not within a university.

In the seals of all the higher education institutions the name Republic of Macedonia shall be contained. 

In the middle of the seal of the higher education institutions, the coat of arms of the Republic of Macedonia shall be placed. 

The form and contents of a seal, the signs and other insignia and the manner of their usage shall be set out by the bylaw of the higher education institution

. 

CHAPTER TWO

AUTONOMY

The contents and protection of autonomy

Article 10

Higher education institutions shall perform their activity based upon the principle of academic autonomy.

The autonomy of higher education institutions guarantees the intellectual freedom of the academic community members and the creative nature of research and education processes, being the ultimate values and capacities.

The autonomy of a university shall include the academic freedom of higher education institutions, the autonomy with respect to the management of higher education institutions and the indisputability of autonomy. 

The higher education institutions shall be entitled to legal protection of their autonomy before the courts. 

The academic freedom

Article 11

The academic freedom shall encompass the following: 

- The freedom of teaching, the carrying out of scientific research, the artistic activity and the high-expertise work;

- The freedom of studying, laying down the rules of studying, of forms and types of education and teaching forms and the assessment of the knowledge of students; 

- The preparing and determining of study plans and the contents of certain specific courses as well as the designing of school books and other teaching tools;

· the determining of the terms, criteria and procedures for completing graduate, post-graduate and studies leading to a Ph.D. degree (hereinafter Ph.D. studies) and other types of education; 

· preparation, adoption and implementation of scientific-research programs and applicative works;

- The awarding of expert, academic and scientific titles in accordance with the law and the awarding of honorary Ph.D. titles;

- The setting out of terms, criteria and procedures regarding the election to teaching-scientific, scientific, teaching and associate titles;

- The election into teaching- scientific, scientific, teaching and associate titles.

The autonomy in management

Article 12

The autonomy regarding the management of higher education institutions is expressed by the following: 

- The planning, implementing and developing of the higher education activity;

- The establishing and regulating internal organization; 

- The bylaw adoption; 

- The election, appointment and dismissal of bodies in accordance with the bylaw;

- The disposing of approved finances as well as of own revenues;

- The establishing of funds and the forming of other organizations out of own revenues, donations and other sources for the purpose of performing the higher education, scientific research, publishing and application activities;

- Property management and usage;

- Decision –making on cooperation with other organizations;

- The joining or associating with relevant organizations and fora in the country and abroad; 

- The carrying out of international cooperation, concluding agreements and taking part in the work of international organizations and associations; and 

· The management and decision-making on other rights determined by the bylaw of the higher education institution in question. 

The indisputability of the autonomy

Article 13

The space of higher education institutions shall be inviolable. The police and other State security bodies may not enter at the higher education institutions without prior approval of the rector, the dean or the director or the persons authorized by them, with the exception of action taken to prevent the commitment of an immediately upcoming or an already started criminal act, to detain the persons committing the act, as well as in cases of natural disasters and other accidents (e.g. fires, floods, etc.).

The autonomy of a higher education institution may also not be disturbed as such by means of the following: 

- The uninvited participation in the activity of a higher education institution;

- The performing of higher education and other activities threatening the rights of the academic community members directed towards the discrimination of the person and the citizen, on grounds of sex, race, color of the skin, national and ethnic affiliation, social origin, political and religious beliefs and affiliation, property and social status;

· The political and religious organizing and activities, with the exception of activities carried out through forums within which ideas and views are exchanged.

Peaceful dispute resolution

Article 14

The disputes arising among the members of the academic community and among higher education institutions shall be settled by academic tolerance, by mutual agreement, at joint bodies, through arbitration and in other manners of academic understanding. 

During dispute settlement, referred to in the par 1 of this Article, the regular performing of the activity of a higher education institution may not be hindered in any way whatsoever. 

CHAPTER THREE

THE HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS

The University

Article 15

The university is the highest autonomous higher education, scientific, i.e. higher vocational institution within which faculties, i.e., higher vocational schools have been established, with or without the status of a legal entity, as well as the licensed scientific institutions performing higher education activities.





Composition of the university






Article 16

State faculties, i.e., higher vocational schools shall be established and shall perform the higher education activities within state universities.

A public scientific institution that has been licensed to perform the higher education activity may operate within the composition of a public university, under the conditions determined by the bylaw of the public university. 

Private faculties, i.e. higher vocational schools May also be established and perform higher education activities within or outside private universities.

A private scientific institution that has been licensed to perform the higher education activity may operate within the composition of a private university, under the conditions and in a manner determined by the bylaw of the private university. 

Within a university and having the status of associate members, other organizations may also be established or joined, when their the main activities are functionally linked to the higher education activity as such. 

The terms of joining and the rights and responsibilities of associate members to a university shall be regulated by the bylaw of the university 

The university activity

Article 17

The University secures the development of the education, basic unity in the development of the higher education, science, art and expertise and directly and through the faculties, i.e., the higher vocational schools:

-Participates in the preparation of the Higher Education Activity Program of the Republic of Macedonia, plans and defines the development and the needs of the higher education activity and harmonizes the development needs of the higher education institutions within it and the education system as a whole;

-Takes cares for the promotion and participates in the planning, determining and development of the overall education system in the Republic of Macedonia;

-Lays down the unique basis for the performance of the higher education activities, for the enrollment and studying at particular types and levels of the higher education, for issuance of diplomas for completed studies and levels of education, for publishing activities of the higher education and other institutions within it, for the election into teaching-scientific, teaching, scientific and associate tittles and the employment relationship obligations of the professors, associates and other employees in the performance of the higher education, scientific, art and application activity;

-Takes care on securing the financial, material and other resources necessary for the performance of the activities of the higher education institutions within it;

-Decides upon the manner of carrying out fundamental and development scientific research that have interdisciplinary and multidisciplinary character of importance for all the higher education institutions within it or harmonizes this research carried out at two or more higher education institutions within it;

-Issues diplomas;

-Organizes forms and maintains a modern university information system;

-Organizes a university computer network and manages it;

-Determines the basis of the unique library-information system and carries out a library-information and documentation activity for the needs of the higher education institutions within it;

-Takes care on the protection and promotion of the student and employees’ standard;

-Cooperates with universities in the country and abroad and determines the basis of the international cooperation of the university and the higher education and other institutions within it; and

-Exchanges scientific and expert service and products with domestic and foreign individuals and legal entities. 

The University may directly and jointly with the other higher education institutions within or not within it to organize graduate, interdisciplinary and multidisciplinary studies, seminars, as well as to perform other higher education, scientific, art and application activity.

The state higher education institutions within a state university may decide that a part of the higher education activity which, in accordance with this Law, they perform independently is performed by the university within which they have been established.

The private higher education institutions established within a private university perform the higher education activity under the conditions laid down in the establishing act and the university bylaw. The private higher education institutions established outside a university perform their higher education activities under the conditions determined by the establishing act and their bylaw.  

The faculty activity

Article 18

In the exercise of the higher education, art, scientific-research and application activity, the faculty:

-Plans the performance and the development of the activities it has been established for;

-Performs higher education activity through graduate, postgraduate and Ph.D. studies in one or more related scientific and expert disciplines, i.e., art related activities in one or more related art disciplines and fosters their development;

-Promotes and participates in planning, determining and the development of the overall education system in the Republic in areas it is considered as competent institution;

-Fosters the development of the application activity, development of new technologies and their application in the sphere of production and services in areas it is considered as competent;

-Manages and uses the property and the material resources at its disposal;

-Within the university policy on international cooperation cooperates with related higher education and scientific institutions abroad;

-Realizes scientific and art cooperation with related higher education and scientific institutions in the country and abroad;

-Within the cooperation with related higher education and scientific institutions in the country and abroad organizes scientific and art conferences, symposia, seminars, workshops and other types of gatherings and secures financial and space conditions for their organization;

-On the unique basis, laid down by the university, organizes and administers the computer network;

-Sells scientific and expert services and products to domestic and foreign legal entities and individuals;

-May organize its own publishing activity;

-Within the unique library-information system established by the university organizes the work of the library and organizes library-information and documentation activity;

-Issues diplomas and other documents for completed studies and other types of education, according to the conditions laid down by the bylaw of the university within which it has been established;

-Proposes and undertakes measures for upgrading and extension of knowledge and continued (life long education); and

-Exchanges scientific and expert services and products with domestic and foreign legal entities.

The Faculty performs other tasks determined by this Law, the university bylaw, as well others that are in accordance with its autonomy and that are not contrary to the common interests which the faculty pursues at the university it has been established within. 

The high vocational school

Article 19

The high vocational school shall perform the higher education activity in the area of one or several related or inter-related occupations and sees to the development thereof. 

The high vocational school shall perform higher education activities such as graduate professional studies, specialization expert studies and application works. 

The high vocational school may also, under the conditions laid down by law, perform scientific research or art-related work, if so provided for by its establishing act. 

The activity of a private higher education institution not within a university

Article 20

Provisions of this Law concerning the university activity and the activity of a faculty, an art academy or a higher vocational school shall respectively apply to a private higher education institution performing its activity not within a university. 

The scientific institution as a higher education activity performing entity

Article 21

A scientific institution may perform the higher education activity related to post-graduate and Ph.D. studies within the scientific area in which it has been established provided that it has been licensed for such type of studies. 

A foreign higher education institution

Article 22

A foreign higher education institution may, in one of the world's languages, perform the higher education activity in the territory of the Republic of Macedonia, on the basis of the approval by the Government of the Republic of Macedonia, and upon the previous opinion from the Licensing Board. 

The foreign higher education institution referred to in the para 1 of this Article performs the higher education activity under the terms and conditions laid down in an interstate agreement, concluded between the Republic of Macedonia and the country where the institution’s right to perform higher education activity has been recognized.

CHAPTER FOUR

PROVIDING FOR AND ASSESING THE HIGHER EDUCATION QUALITY

The system of providing for and assessing the quality of higher education

Article 23

The system of providing for and assessing the quality of higher education encompasses the following: 

- The approval, confirmation and recognition of a higher education institution to perform its activity in accordance with this Law, being done by means of licensing (hereinafter referred to as "licensing");

· the assessment of the quality in the performing of a higher education activity, the management, the financing, the academic and other activities and priorities therein, being done by means of an  evaluation system (hereinafter referred to as "evaluation");

- Other activities and mechanisms through which higher education quality is developed and maintained, set out as such by law and by the acts issued by bodies assessing higher education quality. 

The results of the evaluation of higher education quality shall be contained in reports to be made available to the public. 
Section 1

Licensing

The Licensing Board

Article 24

Licensing shall be performed by the Board for Higher Education Licensing, whose seat is in Skopje (hereinafter – Licensing Board). 

The Licensing Board is an independent body. 

The Licensing Board shall have its seal in which the following shall be written: The Republic of Macedonia- the Higher Education Licensing Board- Skopje.  In the middle of the seal the coat of arms of the Republic of Macedonia shall be situated.

The composition of and the election to the Licensing Board

Article 25

The Licensing Board shall be composed of 15 members of which 9 shall be elected by the Inter-University Conference of the universities of Macedonia, among professors, proportionately to the number of faculties, higher vocational schools and scientific institutions which, in accordance of this Law, perform a higher education activities for graduate and doctoral studies within the universities, 2 members from the Macedonian Academy of Science and the Arts, and 4 members appointed by the Government of the Republic of Macedonia, from among the professors and persons elected in scientific titles. 

The members referred to in para 1 of this Article shall be elected by the Interuniversity conference and the Macedonian Academy of Science and the Arts by secret ballot. 

The members of the Licensing Board shall have a mandate of 4 years. A member may not be re-elected for more than two consecutive terms. 

The members of the Licensing Board are independent in their work and may not be removed before the expiration of the time period they have been elected for.

The members referred to in the paragraph 1 of this Article shall be elected proportionately to the number of faculties, art academies and higher vocational schools from social, technical, bio-medical and natural-mathematics sciences and from the arts field.

The constitutive session of the Licensing Board is convened by the Minister in charge of higher education affairs. 

The Licensing Board elects its President from among its own members that represents and acts on behalf of the Licensing Board.

The competency of the Licensing Board

Article 26

The Licensing Board shall be independent in its work and shall adopt decisions within its jurisdiction on the basis of expertise and competency. 

Within its rights and duties, the Licensing Board: determines whether, by the project on the establishing of a higher education institution and the relevant documentation submitted, requirements have been met regarding the higher education activity performed; decides on the licensing of a scientific institution wishing to perform postgraduate and doctoral studies; determines whether the higher education institution fulfills the conditions for organizing new study programs and determines the capacity for studying at the higher education institution; licenses study programs; keeps records on higher education institutions it has decided to have licensed and for the other licenses;  and performs other tasks provided for by this Law.

The Board notifies the minister in charge of higher education matters on licensing activities done and on other matters as well when it considers necessary. 

The Board organization and operation

Article 27

The Licensing Board shall independently establish its internal organization; organize its operation; determine its activity program; set out the licensing methodology and the evaluation methodology it applies and propose a financial plan on expenditures.

The Licensing Board may establish expert commissions to which it specifies the competencies in the licensing procedure.

In particular, the work, the method of decision-making, the licensing and evaluation methodologies and procedures and other matters are regulated by the Rules of Procedure.

The Rules of Procedure referred in paragraph 3 of this Article shall be adopted by the Board itself, upon consent by the Government of the Republic of Macedonia. 

Funds needed for the operation of the Licensing Board are provided from the Budget of the Republic of Macedonia within a separate budget item. 

The manner in which expert, administrative and financial works are performed is regulated by an agreement between the Licensing Board and the ministry in charge of higher education matters. 

Section 2

Evaluation

The evaluation of higher education institutions

Article 28

Evaluation is performed through evaluation methods such as external evaluation, self-evaluation, as well as through the academic staff quality assessment system.

External evaluation and joint quality assessment of the academic staff at the universities and other higher education institutions in the Republic of Macedonia is performed by the Higher Education Evaluation Agency of the Republic of Macedonia (hereinafter: Evaluation Agency).

Self-evaluation is performed by the higher education institutions. 

Subsection 1

External evaluation





The Evaluation Agency






Article 29

The Evaluation Agency shall be composed of 9 members, elected by the Licensing Board by secret ballot upon a proposal by the Interuniversity Conference, from among professors at the higher education institutions, proportionately to the number of faculties, scientific institutions that pursuant to this Law perform a higher education activity for postgraduate and doctoral studies and the higher vocational schools from the social, technical, bio-medical and natural-mathematics sciences and the arts field.

The members of the Evaluation Agency shall be elected for a four-year term. A person may not be reelected for more than two consecutive terms.

The members of the Evaluation Agency are independent in their work and can not be removed before the expiration of the time period they have been elected for.

The constitutive session of the Evaluation Agency shall be convened by the president of the Licensing Board.

Among its members, the Evaluation Agency elects a president, by secret ballot, who represents and acts on behalf of the Evaluation Agency.

The Evaluation Agency performs the external evaluation under the conditions determined in the Guidelines for providing for and assessment of the quality of the higher education institutions and the academic staff in the Republic of Macedonia, that, upon a proposal by the Interuniversity Conference, is adopted by the Evaluation Agency. 



Evaluation by the Evaluation Agency

Article 30

The Evaluation Agency shall:

- On the basis of the evaluation commission report on the higher education institution, monitor the work of higher education institutions to which licenses have been issued;

- Once in every five years, assess the status and operation of higher education institutions and, on that basis, proposes to the Licensing Board extension or withdrawal of licenses;

- Issue recommendations necessary for the improvement of norms and standards for higher education activity performing; 

- propose measures to improve the network of higher education institutions; 

- on the basis of the quality assessment of the academic staff undertaken at the higher education institutions assess the quality of the academic staff at the universities and other higher education institutions in the Republic of Macedonia and propose measures for its improvement;

· perform additionally other tasks in accordance with the Guidelines on  Providing for and  Assessing of the Quality of Higher Education Institutions and the Academic Staff in the Republic of Macedonia. 

The Evaluation Agency shall publish a report on the evaluation results and shall submit the report to the Parliament, the Government and the Ministry in charge of the higher education matters as well as to the Licensing Board.

Subsection 2

Self-evaluation

The Evaluation Commission at a university

Article 31

Self-evaluation on university level is performed by the Evaluation Commission at a given university.







 
                  The Commission members are elected by secret ballot by the University's Senate, from among  professors and students` representatives other than Senate members, for a   four years term.

The Commission referred in paragraph 1 of this Article  shall perform the evaluation under the conditions  determined by the bylaw of the concerned university and in accordance with the Guidelines on Unified Bases of  Evaluation and Evaluation Procedures, rendered compatible with the Guidelines on Providing for and Assessing the Quality of the Higher Education Institutions and the Academic Staff in the Republic of Macedonia.

The Guidelines on Unified Bases of Evaluation and Evaluation Procedures at Universities shall be adopted by the Interuniversity conference. The guidelines shall set out the number of the Evaluation Commission members, the evaluation procedure, the guidelines for the self-evaluation process, the provisions on the rights and duties of persons performing the evaluation, the composition of teams to be performing the evaluation and the protocols on the visits of evaluation teams to higher education institutions, the guidelines regarding the contents and preparation of evaluation reports, the rules of adopting evaluation reports, the measures to be taken in accordance with evaluation reports, the publication of self-evaluation reports and other matters of relevance for the evaluation. 

The commission for  evaluation of  a faculty and a higher vocational school and 




for study evaluation

                                       Article 32

The self-evaluation at the level of a faculty, i.e. a high vocational school, the evaluation of studies  and the academic staff  shall be performed by the Evaluation Commission at the faculty,  the higher  vocational school, i.e. the scientific institutions that, in accordance with  this Law,   performs a higher education activity for postgraduate and doctoral studies.

The Commission members are elected by secret ballot by the Teaching -Scientific or the Teaching  Council, from among professors and students, for a  four years term. 

The Commission referred in paragraph 1 of this Article  shall perform the evaluation in a manner specified in the bylaw of the higher education institution and in accordance with the Evaluation guidelines of the relevant higher education institution adjusted to the Guidelines on Unified Bases for Evaluation and Evaluation Procedures of the Universities.

. 

CHAPTER FIVE 

THE ESTABILSHING AND THE CESSATION 

OF OPERATION OF HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS

Section 1 

Entities entitled to establish a higher education institution

Entities entitled to  establish public higher education institutions

Article 33
A public higher education institution shall be  established by the Parliament of the Republic of Macedonia, by a law. 

Entities entitled to  establish private higher education institutions
Article 34

A private higher education institution may be established by a domestic or foreign legal entity or individual. 

A foreign legal entity or individual may establish a higher education institution, provided it meets the requirements laid down by this Law, upon approval by the Government of the Republic of Macedonia.

A private higher education institution may be established within or outside of a university, as an independent higher education institution. 

Section 2

The conditions for the establishing of a higher education institution

General conditions for the establishing of a faculty 

and a higher vocational school

Article 35

A faculty or a higher vocational school may be established under the following conditions: 

- a study field has been defined including properly developed curricula and working programs for particular study groups, departments and sections and to the higher education institution as a whole;

- adequate premises and equipment have been provided for the performing of the teaching - scientific, scientific or art-related and expert activity;




 -by a financial plan covering four year cycles, a sustainable level of financing of the private higher education institution and its  study programs has been provided for;

-the necessary number of persons has been provided that meet the requirements to be elected to  teaching - scientific, teaching  and associate titles, provided these persons have given statements that they are going to apply at the public competition concerned and that they will establish a regular employment relation if they  are elected at such competition; and

- other requirements laid down in the norms and standards for the performing of the higher education activity have been met.

The conditions laid down in the para 1 of this Article shall be regulated in greater detail, as norms and standards for the establishment of a higher education institution and the performance of a higher education activity, in the Rulebook on norms and standards for the establishing of the  higher education institutions and performance of higher education activity (hereinafter: the Rulebook on norms and standards) which, upon a proposal by the Interuniversity conference, shall be adopted by the Government of the Republic of Macedonia.

General conditions for  establishing  a university

Article 36

A university may be established if, in accordance with the terms set out in article 35 of this  Law, within the university in question 





        
-at least five licensed higher education institutions with the status of legal entities are  established covering identical or various scientific or art-related fields  i.e. scientific institution licensed for the higher education activity, of which at least three are faculties;  or

-at least seven licensed faculties and higher vocational schools  without the status of legal entities are established, of which at least five are faculties.

Special conditions for establishing  a private higher education institution

Article 37

In addition to the conditions set out in articles 35 and 36 of this Law, for the purpose of  establishing a private higher education institution, the founder has  to provide for an adequate financial guarantee regarding the funds for reimbursement of the sum paid by students to the institution that had ceased to exist and for compensation of the  costs   the students continuing their education at identical or similar  higher education institutions in the country have incurred. 

Section 3

The procedure of establishing

The initiation of the establishing procedure

Article 38

The procedure of establishing a higher education institution begins by developing a project on a higher education institution establishing  and by appointing the members of the main commission.

The project on establishing a private higher education institution is developed by  the founder.

The project on establishing a state higher education institution shall be prepared by the  Government of the Republic of Macedonia, i.e., the organ authorized thereby.

The project on establishing a higher education institution

Article 39

The project on establishing of a higher education institution shall in particular contain: the study field including the description of education plans and working programs to specific study groups, departments and sections and to the higher education institution as a whole, the premises and equipment required for the performing of the scientific-educational, the scientific or the art-related and expert activity within a related field, the source of permanent financing for the performing of the higher education activity, the providing of the necessary number of persons that may be elected to scientific-teaching, teaching and associate titles and the fulfilling of other criteria determined in  the Rulebook on norms and standards.

The project on establishment of a university shall contain the data referred to in  para 1 of this Article for all the higher education institutions which are to be established within the university, regardless whether they have the status of  legal entities or not, as well as the possibility for fulfillment of the other conditions for establishment prescribed by this Law and the Rulebook on norms and standards.

Addenda  to the project 

Article 40

The following documents shall be attached to the project for the establishment of a higher education institution: 

- the proposal to adopt  a law on establishing a public higher education institution in case the founder is the Parliament of the Republic of Macedonia;

- the draft  decision on establishing, specifying the fields within which the higher education activity will be performed, the higher education institution type, name and seat, the method of financing, the rights and responsibilities of the founder and other data of relevance to the establishing of a higher education activity;

- documentation on providing own or leased premises adequate to the performing of the higher education activity;

- a list of equipment and education tools for activity performing that meet the norms and standards for the higher education activity performing;

- a list of the necessary number of persons that may be elected to teaching-scientific, teaching and associate titles and may be employed;

- evidence on guarantees provided to for compensating the scholarships and other expenditures for continuation of  studies at another higher education institution in the country in case the higher education concerned ceases to perform its higher education activity;

· other documents and evidence to serve as a proof that the founder is able to meet other requirements  set out in the Rulebook on the norms and standards.

Submitting the project 


Article 41

The project for the establishment of a higher education institutions with the enclosed documentation shall be submitted by the founder to the Licensing Board for purposes of  obtaining a license.






Section 4


The licensing of a higher education institution 



The decision on licensing




Article 42

The licensing shall be carried out in the procedure provided for by this Law. 

 Licensing is done by adopting a decision to license. The Licensing board adopts the decision for each and every higher education institution separately, regardless of whether the latter has the status of a legal entity or not, within 60 days following the date of submitting the licensing project at latest. If so required by circumstances, the Licensing Board may extend the deadline for licensing decision  for another 60 days at latest, on which fact it has to notify the entity having submitted the licensing application. 

The licensing decision may be appealed against before the Supreme Court of Macedonia, whose  judgement  on the matter shall be final. 

The procedure before the Supreme Court is urgent.

The provisions of this Law relating to licensing of a higher education institution shall apply correspondingly to the licensing for performing of higher education activity by a scientific institution, under the conditions set forth by this law. 

The establishing act

Article 43

Prior to the adoption of a law on the establishment of a state higher education institution, the person submitting the proposal for adoption of the law obtains an opinion from the Licensing board on the project for the establishment of a state higher education institution.

Following the adoption of a law on the establishment of a state higher education institution, the Government of the Republic of Macedonia, upon proposal by the minister in charge of higher education matters, appoints the main commission.

Following the adoption of a licensing decision,  the founder adopts an act on the establishment of  a higher education institution and appoints a main commission for the establishment of a private higher education institution.

The main commission

Article 44

The main commission is composed of seven members elected in teaching-scientific or scientific titles within the scientific field or the art-related or expert area in which the  faculty or a higher vocational school  is to be established, of which number more than one half shall be elected from among the professors.

When the founder of a private higher education institution is a foreign legal entity or individual or when the higher education institution is being established by resources from foreign donors, the founder may, under the conditions determined by para 1 of this Article, appoint foreign citizens as members of the main commission.

When a private faculty, i.e., high vocational school is being established without the status of a legal entity  within a university, a main commission is appointed for each particular higher education institution, in accordance with para 1 of this Article.

The guidelines of the founder to the  main commission are obligatory. 

Section 5

Specifying the conditions for the commencement 

of operation

Preparations for the commencement of operation of a higher education institution

Article 45

Upon obtaining the  license, the main commission carries out the following preparations as to  the commencement of the work of the higher education institution:

- it  elects the teaching and associate staff for all education courses foreseen in the curriculum for at least the first two years of studies;

- it adopts decisions on establishing employment relations; and

- it also performs other works commissioned to it by the founder which are of importance for the commencement of operation of the higher education institution in question. 

The decision to commence operation

Article 46

Following the completion of preparatory works to commence operation, the founder or a  body authorized  by it submits a request to the ministry in charge of higher education matters for an assessment of the fulfillment of  the requirements on commencement of operation of a higher education institution.

If it is determined that at least five teaching staff members have been employed having teaching-scientific titles and five associates, all of them with  full-time engagement, and if other requirements set out by the licensing decision are met, the minister in charge of higher education matters issues a decision on work commencement of the higher education institution. 

In case the minister decides that the requirements have not been met to commence the operation of  a private  higher education institution, the founder thereof may file an appeal thereto to the Government of the Republic of Macedonia. 

The decision of the Government of the Republic of Macedonia may be appealed against before the Supreme Court of Macedonia, whose judgement on the matter shall  be final. 

The registry of higher education institutions
Article 47

After the decision on the commencement of the higher education institution work had become final, the founder submits a request for inscription of the higher education institution into the higher education institutions registry.

The registry of higher education institutions is a state book. 

The registry of higher education institutions is maintained by the ministry in charge of higher education matters. 

The registry of higher education institutions is maintained for the territory of the Republic of Macedonia, under the conditions set forth by this Law and by the Rulebook on registration of higher education institutions, enacted by the minister in charge of higher education matters. 

The Rulebook referred in paragraph 4 of this Article shall regulate the manner of inscription, the contents, the form of the set of inscription forms, the manner of publicizing the inscriptions, the documentation and evidence to be submitted together with an application for inscription, the computer data on  the registry, the linkage to the central registry of legal entities, and other matters relevant to the proper maintaining of the registry. 

Constituting 
 of bodies

Article 48

Once the higher education institution has been entered into the registry of higher education institutions, the senat is  established and a rector is elected, i.e. a teaching-scientific or teaching council is established and a dean or a director is elected.

The court registry

Article 49

Following the election and constitutive sessions of the bodies of the higher education institution and the election of a rector, i.e., a dean or a director,  the higher education institution is entered into the  court registry. 

The higher education institutions shall acquire the status of a legal entity with rights and duties determined by the establishing act and the bylaw, the right to operate a giro account and the right to perform the higher education activity  after the publication of their inscription into the court registry in the “Official Gazette of the Republic of Macedonia”. 

Following its entry into the court registry, a higher education institution may begin enrolling students.

Respective application

Article 50

The provisions of this  Law related to the establishing of a higher education institution shall  also apply to other legal entities that, by obtaining a license, acquire the right to organize themselves as higher education institutions. 

Section 6

Status changes

The types of status changes
Article 51

Higher education institutions may merge, split and take over, under the conditions set forth by this Law and by the bylaw of the university. 

A higher education institution operating within a university shall make the decision referred in paragraph 1 of this Article upon previous  relevant opinion from the university and with the consent  from the founder thereof. 

The higher education institution that has split, merged or been taken over by another higher education institution shall cease its operation. 

Status changes referred in paragraph 1 of this Article shall be recorded into the higher education institution registry and to the relevant court registry. 

Section 7

The cessation of operation of a higher education institution 

and the forfeiture of the right to perform a higher education activity

The operation cessation of a state  faculty and higher vocational school

Article 52

In case the Government of the Republic of Macedonia has determined that the need has ceased of the performing of the higher education activity by a state higher education institution, it notifies thereon the management body of the faculty or the higher vocational school concerned and gives the latter a period of at least 60 days to decide on whether the higher education institution  is going to continue operating as a private higher education institution. 

The decision referred in paragraph 1 of this Article is also notified to the university whose member is the higher education institution.. 

If the management body referred in paragraph 1 of this Article or the university  notifies the Government that there are no conditions for the further performing of the higher education activity, the Government proposes to the Parliament that the latter adopt an act on the operation cessation of that faculty or higher vocational school. 

The act referred in paragraph 3 of this Article shall specify the manner of exercising of  the rights of students to continue their studying. 

Following the adoption of the act referred in paragraph 3 of this Article, the minister in charge of higher education matters adopts a decision to delete the institution in question from the higher education institution registry and notifies thereon the competent court. 

The conditions under which a state higher education institution 

continues to operate

Article 53

The conditions under which a state higher education institution may decide to continue its operation as a private higher education institution are determined by the law on the cessation of operation of this institution as a state one.

The cessation of operation of  a private faculty 

 or a higher vocational school

Article 54

In case the founder determines that the need has ceased of performing the higher education activity by a private higher education institution, it notifies thereon the management body of the higher education institution and gives it a period  of at least 60 days to decide on whether the higher education institution in question  will continue to work by providing its own financing sources. In case the private higher education institution operates within a university, the latter is also informed on the decision. 

In case the management body referred in paragraph 1 of this Article or the management body of the university  informs the founder that there are no conditions for the further performing of the higher education activity by own financial means, the founder adopts a decision on the cessation of work for the faculty or the higher vocational school in question. 

By the decision referred in paragraph 2 of this Article, the founder has the duty to specify the manner of implementing the rights of students to continue their studying.

If the funds secured by the founder for the performance of the given guarantees prove insufficient for the realization of the students’ rights on continuation of the studies, the founder is liable for the discharge of the given guarantees with all his/her property, without any limitations. 

Following the adoption of the cessation act referred in paragraph 2 of this Article, the minister  in charge of higher education matters shall adopt a decision to delete the institution from the higher education institution registry and shall accordingly notify the competent court. 

The cessation of work of a university

Article 55

A university may cease its work, if:  

- on the basis of a  decision of the Licensing Board to take away the license, the minister in charge of higher education matters has issued a decision to take away the right to perform the higher education activity;

-the founder has determined that the need of the existence of the state university in question has ceased, and the management bodies of higher education institutions within its composition have not decided to continue its operation as private higher education institutions;

-the founder has determined that need for a private university no longer exists, while the private higher education institutions failed to take a decision on continuation of work outside the university; and  

- it performs status changes (merging, splitting or being taken over).

The operation of a state higher education institution ceases by a law. The act on cessation of a private university is adopted by the founder.

The act on operation cessation of a university determines whether the existing state faculties or high vocational  schools will continue to operate and will join another university, or , in case they are private, they are going to continue operating as higher education institutions outside the university. 

Operation cessation by bankruptcy

Article 56

A state higher education institution can not be subjected to a bankruptcy procedure.

A private higher education institution may cease its operation  due to conditions determined by the law on bankruptcy. 

In case the remaining funds  are not enough to compensate the continuation of studies for students of that institution at other higher education institutions and the other expenditures due to the transfer to another identical or similar institution in the country, the founder shall be liable without limits by all its property. 

The taking away of the right to perform the higher education activity

Article 57

The Ministry in charge of higher education matters, the founder and the university may initiate the procedure of taking away the right to perform a higher education activity. 

The procedure of  taking away the right is conducted before  the Licensing Board. 

In case the Licensing Board determines that the higher education institution in question has ceased to meet one of the requirements for performing the higher education activity, it shall in written form request from that higher education institution the removal of  the deficiencies in question. The Licensing Board shall also notify the university if the higher education institution has been established as a member thereof.

In case that, within the time period specified by the Licensing Board, which may not  be less than 90 days or longer than 180 days following the receipt of the notification  referred in paragraph 3 of this Article, the higher education institution fails to remove the deficiencies in a manner it has been requested to, the Licensing Board shall adopt a decision to take away the awarded licensing and shall notify thereon the ministry in charge of higher education matters. 

On the basis of the decision referred in paragraph 4 of this Article the minister in charge of higher  education matters shall adopt a decision to withdraw the decision on the commencement of work of the higher education institution in question. 

The decision referred in paragraph 5 of this Article may be appealed  against to the Government of the Republic of Macedonia. 

The decision of the Government of the Republic of Macedonia may be appealed against before  the Supreme Court of the Republic of Macedonia, whose  judgement  on the matter  shall be final. The procedure before of the Supreme Court of the Republic of Macedonia is urgent. 

Following the entry into force  of the aforementioned decision, the minister in charge of higher education matters shall delete the higher education institution  from the higher education institution registry and shall launch a request to delete the entry of the higher education institution. 

CHAPTER SIX

THE ORGANIZATION UNITS OF HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS 

AND THE FORMS OF THEIR COOPERATION

Section 1 

The organization units of higher education institutions 

The organization units within a university

Article 58

For the purpose of performing the higher education activity, a university may organize a university library, a university information center, a university clinic center, university sports center,  a university clinic, a university institute, a university department or another education, scientific or an art-related organization unit, under the conditions  determined by law and the bylaw of the university. 

The internal organization units of a faculty 

 or a higher vocational school

Article 59

For the purposes of performing its activity, a faculty or a high vocational school may organize an institute, a center, an agency, a clinic, a department, a section and other internal organization units, under the conditions set forth by the higher education institution bylaw.

The establishing of another organization

Article 60

University and a higher education institution not within a university may, for satisfying the needs related to its activity, independently or jointly with other legal entities and individuals and  in accordance with the law, establish an organization for  publishing activity, for student health care, for student accommodation and meal providing, for culture needs, for sport and recreation of students and staff members of higher education institutions and for other needs, under the conditions  determined by the bylaw of that higher education institution. These needs may be satisfied, on a long-term basis, through contracts with legal entities and individuals.

The expert service

Article 61

For the purpose of performing expert and administrative tasks at higher education institutions, expert services are established. 

The university shall regulate, by a Rulebook, the basis on which the expert and administrative tasks of common interest of all or particular higher education institutions within the university are performed.

The head of the expert service at a university is the secretary general of that university; the head of the expert service at a faculty or a high vocational school is its secretary. 

For the purpose of performing the tasks referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article, higher education institutions may, for all or for certain tasks, establish a common expert service. 

More specific provisions regarding the organization and the performing of the tasks referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article and the head of the expert service shall be included in and determined by the bylaw of the university, the faculty or the higher vocational school in question or by an agreement concluded between or among higher education institutions that have, for all or for certain tasks, established a common expert service. 

Section 2

The forms of cooperation among higher education institutions

The Inter-University Conference
Article 62

The Universities in the Republic of Macedonia and the private higher education institutions not within a university, shall form an Interuniversity conference.

The Inter-University Conference shall be composed of rectors of universities, the presidents of university senates, three members from each university senate elected by secret ballot, two deans from each university and the deans of private higher education institutions not  within  a university, as well as 5  students` representatives. 

The Inter-University Conference has its bylaw. The bylaw regulates the realization of the rights and duties of the higher education institutions laid down by this Law and the bylaw, as well as the decision making, the organization and the work of the Inter-University conference.

The general secretaries of the universities and the vicerectors take part, as experts and with no voting rights, at the work of the Inter-University Conference.

The Inter-University conference shall elect, from among the professors, the members of the Licensing board and the Republic Fund on Financing of the Higher Education Institutions, determines the unique basic criteria for election in teaching-scientific, teaching, scientific and associate titles, proposes the norms and standards for the establishment of the higher education institutions and the performance of the higher education activity and performs other tasks entrusted by this Law and its bylaw.

Other forms of cooperation and organization

Article 63

For the purpose of efficient exercise of the activities by particular faculties, i.e. higher vocational schools within the university, the university may organize various forms of common exercise of certain tasks or the realization of institutional or other type of work and cooperation (campus, joint laboratories, information centers, clinic centers etc.).

The higher education institutions not within a university may agree upon joint exercise of the tasks referred to in the para 1 of this Article.

CHAPTER SEVEN 

THE ORGANS OF HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS

Section 1

The organs of a university

The types of  university organs

Article 64

The organs of a university are: the University Senate, the Rector and the University Management Board. 

A private university may apply respectively the provisions of this Law relating to the university organs, on the manner the university is being organized and may have other organs with rights and duties determined by the establishing act.

The organs referred to in the para 2 of this Article may not have rights and duties restricting and violating the autonomy of the higher education institutions as defined by this Law.

Subsection 1

The University Senate

Status

Article 65

The University Senate (hereinafter referred to as 'the Senate") is the university management and expert body. 

The composition of the university Senate
Article 66

The Senate is composed of representatives of higher education institutions and of scientific institutions operating within the university, elected directly and by secret ballot from among the professors i.e. scientific advisers and students. 

The Senate also includes a certain number of representatives elected by the university associate members. 

The number and method  of election and removal of the Senate members shall be set forth by the bylaw of the university . 

The Senate elects its President from among its members. The rights and responsibilities of the Senate President are regulated by the Senate Rules of Procedure. 

The Rector and vicerectors take part in the work of the Senate, with no voting rights. 

The Senate members are elected for a term  of four years.

.

The competence of the university Senate
Article 67

The Senate:

- adopts the bylaw of the university and gives consent to the bylaws of the higher education institutions within it;

- proposes the annual financial account of the University;

· adopts the annual and the 4 years` work  and development program of the university;

· issues opinion and submits proposals on the Program on the higher education activity in the Republic of Macedonia and issues an opinion on the annual development program of the higher education institutions that are its members;

-     adopts the annual operation report of the university;

·  adopts the annual budget and the annual balance of the university;

· adopts the investment program of the university and the higher education institutions within it;

-   adopts a decision to award the title of honorary Ph.D. and honorary university professor ( doctor honoris causa and professor honoris causa)

· elects and removes the university's rector and vicerectors;

· proposes the norms and standards on the higher education activity at the Inter-University conference;

-.    determines the unified basis for the performance of the higher education activity;

 -    adopts the Rulebook on the terms and criteria on enrollment at graduate studies;

-     adopts the Rulebook on the unique rules on the studying process;

-   adopts the Rulebook on the unified basis for organizing the postgraduate and doctoral studies;

-adopts the Rulebook on the unified basis of the credit system and the transfer from one to another study program, i.e. from one to another higher education institution within the university;

-adopts the Act on the terms and the procedure of forfeiture of the diplomas;

-adopts an Act on the unique criteria and the procedure for election in the teaching-scientific, teaching, scientific and associate titles;

-adopts an Act on the basis upon which the expert and administrative tasks of common interest of all or particular higher education organization within it are performed;

-adopts an Act on the unique basis  for the publishing activities of the higher education and the other institutions within the university;

-determines the employment rights sand duties of the employees and lays down principles for regulating the employment relationships of the staff engaged in higher education, scientific and art activity at the higher education institutions within the university;

-adopts an international cooperation program;

-adopts a decision  on accession to the Inter-University Conference and lays down guidelines for the work and the decision making by its representatives at the Conference;

-forms a commission for the evaluation at the university and elects its members;

-adopts the Rules of Procedure of the Senate;

--has other functions and tasks, as determined by this or other law and the university bylaw.

The Senate may take its decisions provided that its session is attended by more than one half of the total number of the Senate members. It shall adopt its decisions by the majority vote of the members present with the exception of decisions  on issues determined by this  Law and the bylaw. 

The university Senate shall perform the tasks within its competency in accordance with the law and the bylaw. 

For the performance of the tasks within its competency, the Senate adopts decisions, ?, guidelines and conclusions.

Subsection 2

The Rector

The status and election of the Rector

Article 68

The Rector is the managerial organ of the university. 

The Rector is elected from among the full time  professors, for a  period of 4 years, in a manner and under the conditions set forth  by the bylaw of that university.

The Rector may, in a manner and under the conditions set out by the bylaw of the university, be  removed before the expiry of the  period for  which s/he has been elected. 

A university has one or more vicerectors, elected from among the persons elected in teaching-scientific and scientific titles. Vicerectors are elected upon proposal from the Rector, in  a procedure set forth by the bylaw of  the university. 

The duty of  a rector and a vicerector is incompatible with any other state post or a function in a political party.

Representation and acting on behalf

Article 69

The rector represents and acts on behalf of the university, both in the country and abroad. 

The powers  of the Rector

Article 70

As the managerial organ of the university, the Rector:

-implements the decisions and the conclusions of the Senate;

-harmonizes the higher education, the art-related, the scientific research and the application activities and the other works of the university;

-submits to the Senate proposals and decisions, other acts of general character and conclusions on issues whose consideration and decision upon is within the senate competency;  

-gives the initiative for Senate convocation;

-promotes Ph.D.`s;

· grants the  university's awards;

· leads the international cooperation of the university and initiates cooperation with other universities in the country and abroad;

- initiates cooperation among the higher education institutions within the composition of the university and acts as a mediator among them, if  necessary; 

· manages the university property and oversees its maintenance; and 

· performs other tasks in accordance with the law and the bylaw of the university. 

· The higher education and other institutions within the university are under duty, upon a request by the rector to inform him/her on all the issues of interest for the attainment of the goals and tasks  of the university and to enable him/her access to all the documents related to their work.

At least once a year, the Rector shall submit a report on the work of the university to the senate and the founder. 

If the Senate refuses to adopt the report referred to in the para 3 of this Article, a procedure for removal of the rector shall be initiated.

The Rector is responsible for the legality and the bylaw compliance  of the work of the university and the higher education and other institutions within it and has the right and duty to prevent the enforcement of an act of any body of the university or any body of another  higher education organization that s/he shall find contrary to the law, the bylaw a decision or an  act of  general character of the university. The suspension of the act of general character or the decision shall have no legal effect if the rector fails to initiate, within one month of the day of the suspension, a procedure before the Constitutional Court of the Republic of Macedonia for determination of the constitutionality and legality of such act.

The Rector may authorize vicerectors to perform  a part of his/her rights and responsibilities.

If, within the statutorily prescribed time limits, a dean and within one month an acting dean is not elected, the rector shall appoint an acting dean, for a time period provided for by the university bylaw.

The rector shall not confirm the election of a dean if the latter fails to meet the requirements set forth by this Law or when there is a violation of the election procedure.
 

Subsection 3

The University Executive Board 

The status and composition of the University Management Board

Article 71

The University Management Board is composed of the Rector, the vicerectors, the deans of higher education institutions, the directors of higher vocational schools, the directors of licensed scientific institutions and of the students. 

The directors of the associated members of the university may also take part in the work of the University Management Board, when issues relevant to their activity are being discussed.

The University Management Board is presided by the Rector of the university. 

More specific provisions on the organization and the manner of operation of the University Management Board, as well as the specifying of the number and the election of the associated members and student representatives are determined by the bylaw of the university. 

The competency of theUniversity Management Board
Article 72

Within its competency, the University Management Board:

-Prepares and proposes the acts and materials on issues the rector and the senate decide upon;

-Gives consent to the study programs of the faculties, i.e., higher vocational schools;

-Adopts the study and course programs for the interdisciplinary and multidisciplinary graduate, postgraduate and doctoral studies directly organized by the university;

-Decides upon the interdisciplinary and multidisciplinary scientific-research projects

-Upon a proposal by the rector, elects a secretary general, following a state competition and removes the latter, upon the rector’s proposal as well; 

-Elects, by secret ballot, two deans as members of the Inter-university conference;

-Decides upon efficient exercise of the activities of particular faculties, i.e. high vocational schools within the university;

-Determines the scientific, i.e. art fields, areas and scientific disciplines for the performance of the higher education activity at the higher education institutions within it;

-Decides upon the establishment of organizations and organization units within the university;

-Adopts decisions on the ongoing international cooperation at the university;

-Regulates the issuance of diplomas and other documents for completed studies of higher education;

-Gives an opinion on merging, splitting and taking over of particular faculties or high vocational schools within the university;

-Issues an opinion on the cessation of the need for the existence of certain faculties or high vocational schools within the university and for their transformation into private higher education institutions;

-Harmonizes the co-financing introduced by the higher education institutions at the university;

-Defines and publicize the competition on the enrollment at the graduate studies at the university;

-Decides upon the university publishing activities; and 

-Performs other tasks provided for in the university bylaw or authorized by the rector.

The rector has a right to veto the decision of the University Management Board when he/she finds it as in the interest of the university. The final decision on the disputed issue shall be made by the Senate.

Section 2

The organs of the faculty and the higher vocational school

The types of organs

Article 73

The organs of a faculty are: the teaching-scientific council, the dean and the faculty management board. 

The organs of a high vocational school are the teaching council, the director and the management board of the high vocational school. 

The private higher education institutions may apply respectively the provisions of this Law relating to the faculty, i.e., high vocational school organs on the manner in which the university is organized and may have other organs with rights and duties determined by the establishing act.

The organs referred to in para 3 of this Article can not have rights and duties that restrict and violate the autonomy of the higher education institutions as determined by this Law.

The teaching-scientific or  the teaching councils

Article 74

The teaching-scientific or the teaching council, respectively,  is the management and the expert organ of a faculty, i.e., the high vocational school.

The teaching-scientific, i.e., the teaching council is formed also in accordance with this Law, with corresponding rights and duties, at the private universities within which the faculties, i.e. the high vocational schools do not have the status of legal entities.

The teaching-scientific council at the faculty in the art field or an art academy may bear the title teaching-scientific-art council.

The teaching-scientific council is composed of docents, full and part-time professors. The teaching council is composed of lecturers, senior lecturers and professors. 

The associate teaching staff and the students elect their representatives at the teaching-scientific, i.e., teaching council. The number of the representatives of the associate teaching staff and the students and the terms they are elected for is determined by the higher education institution bylaw.

The teaching-scientific or the teaching council may also form, for particular study programs or for other purposes,  expert bodies provided for by the bylaw. 

Scientific institutions that have been licensed for the organization and performing of higher education activities shall establish  teaching councils for postgraduate and doctoral studies which are  composed of persons elected in teaching and associate titles in pursuance of the provisions of the Law on Scientific Activities, who take part in the teaching process, and of students` representatives. 

The competency of the teaching-scientific 

and  the teaching council
Article 75

The teaching-scientific, i.e.,  the teaching council shall: 

- adopt the bylaw;

- adopt the 4 years` development program and the annual work program;

-elect and remove the dean and the vicedeans i.e. the director and the deputy director;

-define the study plans and the course programs;

-elect into teaching-scientific, teaching-art,  scientific, teaching  and associate titles; 

-propose the number of students to be enrolled in the first year of graduate and postgraduate studies;

- adopt measures to create and specialize the teaching-scientific and art-related junior staff and to work with especially successful and talented students;

-undertake measures and decide on the promotion of the teaching, scientific research and the application work and the computer network;

-upon the Denso’s proposal appoint and remove the secretary of the faculty, i.e. the high vocational school, at a state competition and removes the latter, upon the dean’s proposal;

-form a commission for evaluation of the faculty, i.e. the high vocational school, elects its members and adopt a Guidelines for evaluation of the faculty, i.e., the high vocational school;

-decide on the property and material resources, above the amount that is decided upon by the dean, i.e., the faculty management board;

-adopt a financial account and final financial balance;

-decide
on the library, on the library-information system and the realization of the library-information and documentation activity;

-form expert commissions for the recognition of higher education qualifications obtained abroad;

-decide on the organization of international conferences, symposia, seminars etc.

-decide on the international cooperation;

-propose and undertake measures on the promotion and protection of the standard of the students and the employees; and 








- perform also other tasks stipulated by this Law and the bylaw. 

The teaching-scientific or the teaching council may take valid decisions provided that more than one half of the total number of the council members are present at the session; decision-making shall be done by majority vote of all the members present. 

Assistants, junior assistants and students shall not take part in the election to teaching-scientific, scientific and teaching titles.

For the adoption of a bylaw, the election and removal of a dean and the vicedeans, i.e., the director and deputy director, the adoption of study plans and course programs and the election into the teaching-scientific, teaching-art, scientific, teaching and associate titles, the council shall make valid decisions if two thirds of the total number of its members are present, while the decision is adopted if the majority of the total number of the members had voted in favor.

Representation and acting on behalf

Article 76

The dean is the faculty management? organ. The director is the high vocational school management organ.

The dean or the director represents and acts on behalf of the faculty or the higher vocational school both in the country and abroad.

The post of a dean and vicedean, i.e., director is incompatible with the exercise of any other state post or a function in a political party.

The powers of the dean or the director 
Article 77

As a managerial organ, the dean, i.e., the director: 

-implements the decisions and the conclusions of the teaching-scientific, i.e., scientific council;

-take steps for harmonization of  the higher education, art-related, scientific-education and application activities;

-convenes the sessions of the teaching-scientific , i.e., the teaching council, proposes the agenda and chairs these sessions;

-submits draft decisions, acts of general character and conclusions on issues whose deliberation and decision upon are within his/her powers,  to the teaching-scientific, i.e., teaching council;

-open a public competition for election of persons elected in the teaching-scientific, teaching-art, scientific, teaching and associate titles, six months prior to the expiration of the time period they have been elected for;

- promotes graduated students and grants awards;

-takes employer decisions in accordance with the decisions of the teaching-scientific, i.e. teaching council;

-manages the faculty property and oversees its maintenance; 

-initiates cooperation with related institutions in the country and abroad;

-performs other tasks as well, in accordance with the law, the bylaw and the general acts of the faculty or the higher vocational school in question. 



       The dean, i.e. the director is under duty to submit, at least once a year, to the teaching-scientific, i.e., teaching council and to the rector of the university a report on his/her work.

The dean, i.e., the director is responsible for the legality and bylaw compliance of the work of the faculty organs and has the right and duty to prevent the enforcement of an act that s/he shall find contrary to the law and the  act of  general character of the university or the high vocational school. The suspension of the act of general character and the decision loses legal effect if the dean, i.e., the director, fails to initiate a proceeding for determination of the constitutionality and legality of such act before the Constitutional Court of the Republic of Macedonia, within one month following the day of such suspension.

-The dean may authorize the vice-dean or the deputy director for the exercise of a part of his/her rights and duties.

The election and removal of the dean, i.e., director 
Article 78

The dean, i.e., the director is elected from among the full time and part time  professors,  for a  period of four years,or from among the assistant professors if there are no full and part time professors,   under the conditions set forth by the bylaw of the faculty, i.e., the high vocational school.

A faculty, i.e., a high vocational school may have one or more vice-deans or deputy directors,  nominated by the dean, i.e., the director. 

In case the teaching-scientific, i.e., teaching council does not accept the report on the work of the dean or the director,the procedure for his/her removal shall be initiated. 

More specific provisions regarding the manner of election and removal of the dean and vicedeans, or of the director and the deputy director shall be prescribed by the bylaw of the faculty or the high vocational school. 



The Faculty Management Board

Article 79

 The faculty or the higher vocational school management board shall be composed of the dean or the director, the vice-deans or the deputy directors and the heads of internal teaching-scientific or teaching organization units and of student representatives.

The faculty,i.e. the high vocational school management board shall be convened by and its sessions shall be chaired by the dean, i.e., the director.

Within its competency, the management board:

-prepares and proposes acts and materials on issues that the teaching-scientific, i.e., the teaching council and the dean, i.e., the director make decisions on;

-decides upon the efficient performance of the faculty, i.e., high vocational school activities;

-decides upon the publishing activities of the faculty;

-performs other tasks as well, as provided for in the faculty, i.e., the high vocational school bylaw or for which it has been authorized by the dean, i.e., the director.

The dean has the right to veto the decision of the faculty management board, i.e.,the management board of the high vocational school when he/she finds that it is of interest for the faculty or the high vocational school. The final decision on the disputed issue shall be brought down by the teaching-scientific, i.e., the teaching council.

More specific provisions regarding the organization and the manner of work of the faculty, i.e.,    the high vocational school management board, the determining of the number and election of student representatives are set forth by the bylaw of the higher education institution.

. 


CHAPTER EIGHT

DEVELOPMENT, FINANCING AND PROPERTY 

OF HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS

                                            Section 1

The development of the higher education activity

The program on the higher education activity

Article 80

The Parliament of the Republic of Macedonia shall adopt the Program for the Realization and Development of the Higher Education Activities in the Republic of Macedonia (hereinafter: the Higher Education Program).

Upon previous opinion provided from the Inter-University Conference, the Higher Education Activity Program is proposed by the Government of the Republic of Macedonia.

The Higher Education Program is adopted for a period of four years.

The Higher Education Activity Program is implemented by means of annual programs being adopted simultaneously  with the annual financial plan of the university.

The contents of the Program
Article 81

The Higher Education Activity Program sets out: the goals, the development directions, the source and the amount or resources needed for financing of the state needs and for the development of the state higher education institutions, the directions in which the network of the higher education institutions will develop, the projections on required profiles, the number of the teaching and scientific staff, the premises and equipment etc.; the funds necessary for supporting of the activity of the private higher education institutions when their activity is in the interest of  the accomplishment of  the state interest.

Section 2

The financing of the higher education activity

The Fund on the Higher Education Activity

Article 82

For the purpose of implementing the Higher Education Activity Program and the financing of the higher education activity, the Higher Education Activity Fund is established, within the ministry in charge of the higher education matters. (hereinafter referred to as "the Fund"). 

The financing sources of the Fund

Article 83

The financing sources for the Fund which are provided from the Budget of the Republic of Macedonia shall be a component part of the Budget. The Fund has revenues from other sources, as stipulated by law. 

The proposal on the Budget funds referred in paragraph 1 of this Article  is submitted by the minister in charge of higher education matters. 

The Fund may also gain financing resources from other sources such as interest rates, dividends, legacies, gifts, lots, foundations etc..

The Fund management

Article 84

The Fund's  managing organ is the Management Board,  consisting of 15 members from among teaching-scientific, artistic and scientific workers, wherein the social, technical, bio-medical and natural-mathematics sciences, as well as the arts, shall be proportionately represented.. 

The President and six  members of the Management Board, upon a proposal by the minister in charge of higher education matters,  are appointed and removed by the Government of the Republic of Macedonia,  the remaining eight  members are elected from among  professors   by the Inter-University Conference by means of secret ballot. 

The mandate of the Management Board members lasts  4 years. 

Representatives of the students, but no more than two, take part in the work of the Fund.

The competency of the Management Board of the Fund

Article 85

The Management Board of the Fund: 

-adopts its Rules of  organization and procedure;

- decides on the resources to finance the higher education activity according to the annual program for the implementation of the Higher Education Activity Program.

-adopts programs for realization of the Higher Education Activity Program;                   

-decides upon distribution of the funds for the performance of the higher  education institutions activities to higher education institutions;

-lays down the terms and conditions for financing of the activities of the universities and the higher education institutions, as well as for the financing of the international cooperation, publishing and information activity;

-decides upon the investments, the maintenance of the existing equipment and the provision of new one, for approval of funds for literature and the for the amortization and insurance;

-decides upon the scholarship system and the loans awarded to students and subsidies for the student standard;

· -defines criteria for stimulating talented students and decides upon award of scholarship to students having above average results in the studies; 

· -defines criteria for cofinancing of the studies  and the other students’ expenditure;

· -adopts the financial plan and the final account of the Fund;

· performs other tasks stipulated by law and the Fund bylaw.

The Management Board of the Fund plans and secures funds also for the participation in the financing of the private higher education institutions provided that the Republic of Macedonia shows interest for the satisfaction of particular needs through their educational programs.









         On its work the Fund notifies on  every three months and  submits an annual report to the minister in charge of the higher education matters.

The minister of education and science gives consent upon the acts of general character adopted by the Fund.

The acts referred to in para 4 are published in the “Official Gazette” of the Republic of Macedonia.

The method of work of the  Fund

Article 86

The executive, management, as well as the expert, administrative-technical and other ongoing activities of the Fund and its auxiliary bodies are performed by the ministry in charge of higher education matters. 

The manner of performing the activities referred in paragraph 1 hereunder is determined in more detail by the minister in charge of higher education matters. 

Financing by foreign individuals and legal entities

Article 87

The higher education institutions may receive funding by domestic and foreign legal and natural persons.

The funding referred to in the para 1 of this Article received from foreign legal and natural persons enjoy the status of foreign investment and benefits that on such ground are granted in accordance with a law.

Foreign natural and legal persons may enjoy tax and customs benefits for the funds referred to in para 1 of this Article received as donations, as provided by a law.

Other revenues of  higher education institutions

Article 88

Higher education institutions  may also gain revenues from the following sources: 

- providing education services to legal entities and individuals, both domestic and foreign;

- selling out scientific and expert services and goods to domestic and foreign legal entities and individuals; 

- interest rates and dividends;

- revenues on ground of copyright ownership of the higher education institution;

- legacies, gifts, lots, contributions and other sources. 

The higher education institution shall dispose of funds gained by legacies, gifts, lots and contributions in accordance with the purpose set out by the donor thereof.

The co-financing of the studies
Article 89

A state higher education institution may introduce co-financing of the costs of education in case that higher education institution does not gain resources from the Fund for such needs. 

A student who, with no justified reason, failed to meet the conditions laid down by the studying rules, set forth by the state faculty and high vocational school bylaw, shall bear himself/herself  the study costs for the discharge of the overdue study obligations.

The terms under which the co-financing referred to in para 1 and 2 of this Article is introduced are adjusted and harmonized on the level of university whose member the state higher education institution is. 

The Fund gives consent on the amount of co-financing introduced on any ground by the sate higher education institutions.

Section 3

The property of higher education institutions

Immovable property and other assets of state  higher education institutions

Article 90

The immovable property and other assets of state universities and higher education institutions within them represent the property of the university, with the exception of resources gained by legacies, purpose specific contributions, gifts and lots. 

The state higher education institutions manage and dispose independently  with the property and use the objects, financing resources and other material rights for the purpose of implementing the higher education activity, under the terms and condition laid down by law.
Immovable property and other assets of private higher education institutions

Article 91

The immovable property and other assets of a private university and higher education institutions within it or of a private independent higher education institution - are in the ownership of the founder thereof. 

The immovable property and other assets referred in paragraph 1 hereunder can be given for  use ?and disposal to private higher education institutions. 

Private higher education institutions manage the property and  use the objects, monetary resources and other material rights independently, for the purpose of implementing the higher education activity. 
The specific purpose usage of lots, foundation resources 

or other specific purpose funds

Article 92

The immovable property and other resources issued as lots, the foundation resources and other specific-purpose funds used by a higher education institution may be used exclusively for  the purpose determined by the donor, n accordance with the law. 

The immovable property and other assets that a higher education institution has gained on the basis of lots and gifts are the ownership of the higher education institution that has acquired the property. 

The property of a higher education institution that has ceased to operate

Article 93

In case a state faculty r higher vocational school ceases to operate, the assets and revenues remaining after the discharge of liabilities shall belong to the university within the composition of which such a higher education institution operated. 

In case a private higher education institution has ceased to operate, the assets, resources and revenues remaining after the discharge of all liabilities shall belong to its founder. 

The assets, resources and revenues remaining after the discharge of liabilities that a higher education institution has obtained by donation shall belong to the donor thereof under the conditions and in a manner determined by law and the bylaw of the higher education institution concerned. 

CHAPTER NINE

THE HIGHER EDUCATION ACTIVITY

The types of studies
 Article 94

Higher education institutions shall organize graduate, post-graduate and studies for the acquiring of the scientific title of Doctor of Sciences (hereinafter referred to as "Ph.D. studies"), continuing (lifelong) education and studies for the purposes of certain knowledge upgrading, deepening.

The languages of instruction

Article 95

Teaching at higher education institutions is carried out in the Macedonian language.

Education at state pedagogical higher education institutions for education of  teaching staff for pre-school education and primary education teachers  as well as education for didactic-methodic subjects for secondary education professors may be carried out in the languages of national minorities as well.

Education at didactic-methodic subjects referred in paragraph 2 hereunder shall be carried out at  a didactic-methodic center organized as an organization unit at the Pedagogical Faculty “Saint Kiliment Ohridski”  in Skopje.

When education is provided in the languages of national minority members in accordance with paragraph 2 hereunder, the Macedonian language shall be studied as a separate education subject and education is provided in the Macedonian language in at least two additional education subjects. 

Education at state higher education institutions may be carried out in one of the world's languages:  for particular study programs of foreign languages, for parts of study programs in which  visiting teaching staff from abroad takes part, as well as for study programs for which education is provided in the Macedonian language too. 

Education at state higher education institutions at particular education courses, i.e., artistic and national minorities languages subject areas,  may be also  carried out in the languages of national minorities for the purpose of cherishing and developing their cultural identity and national characteristics. 

Education at private higher education institutions may also be performed in the languages of national minority members or in the world's languages. In cases where education is provided also in the languages of national minority members or in the world's languages, the Macedonian language shall be studied as a separate education subject and education shall be provided in the Macedonian language for at least two additional education subjects. 

Education subjects referred in paragraphs 2, 3, 4, 5 and 7 hereunder shall be determined by the bylaw of the higher education institution in question, the scope i.e. the number of teaching hours thereof is to be specified by the norms and standards on  the establishing of higher education institutions.

Section 1

Graduate studies

Subsection 1

Curricula and courses programs

The contents of curricula  and courses  programs 

Article 96

Graduate studies are carried out on the basis of  curricula and courses programs. 

The  curricula for  graduate studies contain the following: the profile description;  the professional title; the academic, professional  or the scientific degree; the duration of studies; the compulsory, optional and free-choice of courses; the weekly number of teaching hours; the schedule of courses according to the credit system; the conditions for enrollment in new courses in other semester, i.e., in higher study year; the manner, forms, models and techniques of instruction (lectures, seminars, practice etc). 

Curricula  determine the goals, tasks and contents of the courses, the method of knowledge assessment and the mandatory coursebooks. 

The attendance and active participation in classes, through the various forms, models and techniques of teaching are obligations for the full time students and considered as a precondition for obtaining the necessary course credit and for the student knowledge assessment.

More specific provisions regarding the teaching, i.e. forms, models and techniques of teaching,  the organization and carrying out of the practical work with students, the attendance and participation of classes and the fulfillment of other student obligations, shall be provided for in  the higher education institution bylaw.



The organ in charge for the adoption of curricula and course programs

Article 97

The curricula and the course programs for  graduate studies are adopted by the teaching-scientific council , i.e. the teaching council of a faculty, i.e. a higher vocational school as an annex to the institution bylaw. 

The curricula  for studies referred in paragraph 1 of this Article at higher education institutions within a university have to be confirmed by the University Management Board. 

The curricula and course programs for interdisciplinary and multidisciplinary graduate studies organized at university level are adopted by the University \Management Board, upon a proposal by the teaching-scientific, i.e., teaching council at faculties, art academies, i.e., high vocational school which take part in the organization of such studies.

For the curricula of the private higher education institutions, the ministry in charge of higher education matters gives a consent, upon previous licensing of the curricula by the Licensing Board. 





Curricula for new professions

Article 98

A higher education institution may organize, by the adoption of new curricula, new graduate  studies for new professions. 

When  the studies referred in paragraph 1 of this Article are organized by a state higher education institution, the later has to obtain the consent by the university whose member it is. 

Following the consent referred to in para 2 of this Article, The Licensing Board shall determine whether the higher education institution in question meets the conditions for organizing studies for new profiles of professional staff and shall on the basis thereof issue the license for their organization.

When state higher education institutions have not secured own funding  for the organization of studies referred in paragraph 1 of this Article, a consent by  the Fund thereto shall also be required. 




The publishing of the curricula and course programs

Article 99

The higher education institution is under duty  to publish the curricula  and course programs, under the conditions determined by its bylaw. 

The student has the right to complete his/her studies according to the curricula  he/she has begun the studies with ,  within the time limits provided for by the bylaw of the higher education institution.

The university shall  publish all curricula and the general terms of enrollment and studying, prior to the publishing of the public competition,  in a manner specified by the university Management Board.

Subsection 2

The terms and manner of admission

The admission  to graduate studies

Article 100

Anyone who has completed a four years` secondary education and fulfills the conditions and terms specified in the admission competition may enroll at graduate studies at a faculty.

A person who has completed secondary education shorter than four years may be admitted at faculty graduate studies lasting less than four years and studies at a high vocational school, provided that such person fulfills the other terms and conditions determined by the university bylaw, i.e., the higher education institution and the conditions set forth by the admission competition. 

As an exception, an especially talented person may be admitted to studies in the area of the arts even if  he/she has not completed secondary education, under the condition that the/she completes such education by the end of the second year of the studies,  under the conditions determined by the faculty bylaw. 

The requirements and criteria for graduate studies admission at a state  higher education institution shall be determined by the an university act. 

The requirements and criteria for graduate studies admission at a private higher education institution shall be determined by an act of the private higher education institution. 

The admission  competition

Article 101

The admission to graduate studies is carried out on the basis of a public competition announced by the University  Management Board, i.e., the higher education institution not within a university. 

The competition shall include the following: the number  of students by certain study fields; the conditions of admission; the conditions and criteria of candidate selection; the procedure of competition implementation; the deadlines of candidate application, exam taking and enrollment.

The competition of a state higher education institution is announced by the university concerned, in a manner specified by the University Management Board.

The competition for a private higher education institution is announced by the higher education institution, in a manner determined by its bylaw. 

Decision  on the number of enrolled students

Article 102

The number of students that may enroll at higher education institutions is determined according to its capacity and may not as such be larger than the number of students determined by the license issued to the higher education institution. 

The decision on the number of students to enroll at state higher education institutions  financed by the Fund is made by the Government of the Republic of Macedonia, upon a proposal from  the Fund. 

The university makes a decision on the number of students to be enrolled at state higher education institutions beyond the number referred to in para 2 of this Article, under the conditions determined by this Law. 

The decision on the number of students to enroll at a private higher education institution is made by its founder, upon proposal from the management  bodies of that institution, under the conditions determined by this Law.

Full  and part-time studies

Article 103

Graduate studies are organized as full time ones.

Graduate studies may be organized as part time and distance learning studies, if possible taking into account the nature of the curriculum

A person fulfilling the admission requirements for full time studies who is permanently employed, as well a person that, due to justified reasons, determined by the bylaw of the higher education institution in question, can not enroll as a full time  student, may enroll as part time student. 

The right to study as a part time student may be exercised as long as the admission criteria set forth by the para 3 of this Article are being met.

A student enrolled to completing graduate studies may have his/her rights and responsibilities in demurral, under the conditions set out by the bylaw of the faculty, the art academy or the higher vocational school concerned. ?

The rights and responsibilities of full  and part-time students during their studies shall be specified in more detail by the bylaw of the higher education institution concerned. 

Subsection 3

Graduate studies duration, commencement, completion and scope

The duration of  graduate studies
Article 104

The graduate studies last from four to seven  years.  

Graduate studies referred in paragraph 1 of this Article organized as  professional education studies may  last  less than  2 years. 

Graduate studies at higher vocational schools last from one to three years. When appropriate regarding the content of the curriculum, the studies may also last for four years.

The beginning and the end of a school year
Article 105

The school year starts at October 1rst and ends at September 30 th the next calendar year, and is divided into two semesters, the winter and the summer one. The beginning and duration of winter and summer semesters are determined by the bylaw of the faculty, i.e., higher vocational school.

If the  school year is organized according to the credit system by semesters, the beginning and the end of the teaching period are determined by the bylaw of the faculty, i.e., the higher vocational school.

The scope of  graduate studies

Article 106

The curricula for graduate studies include 15 at least and 20 hours of  lectures per week at most and at least 6 and 10 hours of seminars, exercises/training and other forms of  teaching per week at most, during  30 weeks per year. 

If required by the nature of the  graduate studies, irrespective of the provision of paragraph 1 of this Article, the curricula and the scope and the type of lectures and excersises may be adjusted to the character of studies. 

The gym classes at non-related faculties, i.e.,  higher vocational schools and  the practical work of students  shall not be counted into the number of hours referred in paragraph 1 of this Article.

The organization and the time schedule of  graduate studies are regulated  by the bylaw of the higher education institution.

Subsection 4

Knowledge assessment

The method  of knowledge assessment

Article 107

The knowledge assessment of the student is carried out continuously throughout the teaching-education process. 

The knowledge assessment by particular educational courses is carried out in a manner and within time limits determined by the higher education institution bylaw.





Final assessment

Article 108

The final assessment  is expressed by a mark, from 5 (five) to 10 (ten). The mark 5 (five) denotes unsatisfactory/ insufficient result. 

The mark is determined by the teacher, i.e.,  by the examination commission wherein the results of continuous knowledge assessment through tests, colloquia and other forms of knowledge assessment are to be taken as a basis for determining the final grade.

Upon his/her request, the student who failed an exam for three times, may take the exam in front of a there member commission, composed by teachers of the same or related teaching-scientific area. The composition of the commission and the manner of exam taking is regulated in more detail by the higher education bylaw.

The mark issued has to be written in the student's personal study booklet ('index') and in ,  the exam application.

A student's average grade is an arithmetical proportion of grades in all courses during studies, including the grade from the graduation exam. 

The final exam

Article 109

The faculty  may introduce a final exam as a graduation exam, organized and carried out in a manner set out by the bylaw of the higher education institution.

Objections  against knowledge assessment grades

Article 110

A student may, within 24 hours, submit an objection addressed  to the dean or the director of the higher education institution, if he/she is not satisfied with the grade obtained or if he/she holds that the exam in question has not been conducted in accordance with this  Law and the bylaw, as well as in other cases determined by the higher education institution bylaw.

If the dean finds that the conditions provided for in para 1 of this Article are fulfilled, the teacher shall reconsider the grade. If the later remains with the same opinion as to the grade, the student shall take the exam in front of a three member commission composed of teachers from the same or related teaching-scientific area, within the next 24 hours, the following working day.

Upon request from the student, he/she shall be enabled to take the same exam once again for the purpose of obtaining a higher grade in a course from the ongoing and previous year.

In case the student's request referred in paragraph 3 of this Article is approved, the grade previously obtained from the exam is annulled by a decision of the dean, i.e., the director.

Section 2

Post-graduate studies

The types and duration of post-graduate studies

Article 111

Post-graduate studies are organized as post-graduate scientific or art-related studies (Master of Science i.e. Ma.Sci. studies) and as post-graduate vocational studies (specialization studies). 

A higher vocational school may only organize specialization vocational studies in fields in which it performs a higher education activity.. 

Post-graduate scientific or art-related studies last for at least three semesters, of which two semesters lectures  and one semester for preparing  Master’s. paper. Post-graduate vocational  studies last for 9 months, of which one semester for lectures and three months for the preparation of the specialization paper.

Post-graduate studies are organized according to the credit system and the duration of the studies is determined on the basis of the number of teaching hours per week and the regular attendance,i.e., the method of organization of the teaching process.




The content of the postgraduate studies






Article 112

The postgraduate studies are conducted through lectures, exams and other teaching forms and techniques and through the preparation and defense of a master’s, i.e., specialization, paper.

The master’s paper is a result of an independent work by the student, whereby the existing scientific knowledge is systematized and a contribution towards new knowledge is mace.

The master’s work in the art field may take a form of an exhibition of art works, theater play, film, radio or TV show, composition, concert or scenic performance of a music piece, solistic concert, and in the architecture a building as well.

The master’s and specialization paper are prepared under the supervision of a mentor.

Curricula s and course programs, the conditions 

And the manner of organizing post-graduate studies

Article 113

 The curricula and course programs, the conditions and the procedure of organizing post-graduate studies, the rules of studying as well as other matters determined by the present law regarding post-graduate studies are regulated by a decision for organizing of post – graduated studies adopted in accordance with the University Act for the unique basis for organizing of post – graduated and Ph.D. studies.

The conditions of post-graduate studies admission

Article 114

At the master and specialization studies a person may be admitted having completed graduate studies at a faculty with a duration of four years. 

Persons with completed graduate studies of a four year duration are eligible for admission at specialization studies.

For each postgraduate studies it is determined which graduate studies are eligible for admission. 

The admission to post-graduate studies is done on the basis of an announced competition, in a manner and in a procedure determined by the decision on the organization of such post graduate studies. 

The competition referred to in para 2 of this Article at state higher education institutions, as a rule, is announced jointly by the university they are members in. 

As for a private higher education institution not within a university, the competition is announced by the higher education institution.

The commission for defense of master’s and specialization’s thesis

Article 115

The commission before which a master’s. Or a specialization thesis is defended consists of at least three persons with teaching-scientific or scientific title in the relevant scientific field. The mentor is a member of the commission.

The commission referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article submits a report on the thesis within three months at latest from the day of the submission of the thesis.

The defense of a master’s or specialization’s thesis

Article 116

The candidate defends his/her master’s thesis within three years following the date of approval of the topic of the thesis. 

The candidate defends his/her specialization thesis within two years following the date of approval of the thesis. 

Upon request by the candidate, the higher education institution may approve the extension of the deadline for the master’s or specialization’s thesis, under the conditions determined by the bylaw of the higher education institution. 

Application of provisions regarding graduate studies

Article 117

The provisions of this Law related to the adoption, the specifying or the issuing of approval to curricula and course programs, as well as to the grading, the transfer, the rights and duties of students at graduate studies, the acquiring or the taking away of the scientific title of master or the expert title of a specialist- shall apply, if appropriate, to students at post-graduate studies as well. 

Section 3

The acquisition of the scientific title of Doctor of Sciences (Ph.D.)

The manner of acquisition of the scientific title of Ph.D.
Article 118

The scientific title of the Doctor of Sciences (Ph.D.) may be acquired by Ph.D. studies and by defending a Ph.D.  Thesis or by submitting and defending a Ph.D. paper. 

The Ph.D. studies last for at least two years. 

The Ph.D. thesis is an independent scientific work as a result of an independent scientific work and which represents as such a contribution to the development of the relevant scientific or an art-related field. 

The conditions for organizing Ph.D. studies and acquiring of the Ph.D. scientific title is regulated by the bylaw of the faculty or the scientific institution, in accordance with the University Act for the unique basis for organizing postgraduate and doctoral studies. 

The conditions of acquiring the scientific title of Doctor of Sciences

Article 119

Condition for admission at doctoral studies, i.e., for proposal of a doctoral thesis is the completion of postgraduate master’s studies or specialization in the field of medicine and public defense of a thesis with quality not below the quality of a master’s thesis under the conditions laid down by this Law for the proposal and defense of a master’s thesis.










 The admission to Ph.D. studies is done on the basis of a competition announced by the faculty or the scientific institution concerned.

In case where there are no organized Ph.D. studies in the relevant field, the application for preparation of a Ph.D. thesis is made upon initiative by the candidate. 

A mentor is assigned to a candidate upon latter's request.

The defense of a Ph.D.thesis

Article 120

The defense of a Ph.D. thesis takes place within three years following the completion of Ph.D. studies or within five years following the approval of the topic of the Ph.D. thesis.

Upon request by the candidate, the higher education institution in question may approve an extension of the deadline for the defense of the Ph.D. thesis, under the conditions set out by the bylaw of the higher education institution. 

The commission for defense of the Ph.D.thesis

Article 121

The commission for defense of a Ph.D. thesis consists of five members with teaching-scientific and scientific titles of which at least three have specialized in the scientific field whereto the thesis belongs.  

Section 4

Studies for knowledge upgrading, deepening or extension 

And continuous education 

Studies for knowledge upgrading, deepening and extension

Article 122

For the purpose of extending his/her knowledge, a student may enroll and take certain exams from another curriculum or education profile. The higher education institution issues a certificate for the exams taken. 

Through upgrading and expanding of completed graduate and post-graduate studies, a graduate may increase his/her qualification by means of a specialized study program (education plan) and may gain a new expert or scientific degree or a new specialty. For the upgraded and expended knowledge gained, a diploma or an adequate document is issued. 

The manner and conditions of studying referred to in paragraphs 1 and 2 of this Article are regulated in more detail by the bylaw of the higher education institution. 

Lifelong (continuing) education
Article 123

Higher education institutions may establish forms of continuos (lifelong) education of citizens. 

The forms of continuos education should lead towards new knowledge, extension of knowledge and expertise. Continuos education shall be realized through training courses, seminars, distance learning and other forms of continuos education. An adequate document is issued for the education completed, appropriate to the nature and scope of the knowledge gained (diploma, certificate) specifying the form of education and the nature and scope of the knowledge and expertise gained  

The conditions under which continuous education is taking place and the conditions for issuance of the documents referred to in para 2 of this Article are regulated by the bylaw of the higher education institution.

Section 5

The diploma for the studies

The diploma

Article 124

The student who had completed graduate studies obtains the degree of "graduated" or "Bachelor" (abbreviated as BA, B.Sc. etc.). The student is issued a diploma specifying the type of faculty education obtained, the professional title and the average grade. In accordance with the traditions and the features of the profession in question, specific generally accepted titles of university qualification in the world may also be added to the original title, to be determined by an act by the minister in charge of higher education matters. 

The student who has completed graduated stades on higher vocational school with studies that have minimum duration of 3 years, obtains the degree of "specialist in ..." plus the education field. The who has completed graduated studies that have duration less than 3 years is issued a diploma specifying the professional title only and the average grade. The titles of the profile of the higher vocational school, according to common accepted titles in the world, are to be determined by an act of the minister in charge of higher education matters. 

The student who had completed post-graduate studies and defended a master’s thesis  . acquires the scientific title of a Master of Sciences (abbreviated as m-r or MA, Ma.Sci.etc) or a Master of Arts (abbreviated as M.Ars). The student is issued a diploma stating the nature of the professional education received, the average grade and the expert i.g. the scientific or art title. 

The student who had completed post-graduate specialization studies obtains the professional title of a Specialist (abbreviated as Spc.). 

The person who had  completed Ph.D. studies and defended a Ph.D. thesis, as well as the person who had defended a Ph.D. thesis  acquires the scientific title of Doctor of Sciences (abbreviated as   D-r. SCI. or Ph.D.)

The student that has completed his/her professional education with an average grade  of at least 9.00 is issued a document on studies completed with excellent success. 

The abbreviation of the scientific degree is placed before the name of the person it relates to and the abbreviation of the expert title after the name of the person    it relates to.

The diploma taking away

Article 125

A student who had completed  graduate and post-graduate studies, or a person who had acquired the Ph.D. title may have his/her issued diploma taken away if, following the completion of the studies or the acquiring of the expert or scientific degree or title, it is found that such student has not actually met the requirements of acquiring the status of student to the relevant higher education institution, or if it is found that such student has acquired the title contrary to the requirements of acquiring the expert or the scientific title determined as such by the bylaw of the higher education institution in question, or if it is found that the student has committed a criminal offense related to the diploma acquiring. 

The  conditions and the procedure for taking away the acquired diploma are to be determined with the bylaw of the university. The conditions are more closely determined by the bylaw of the faculty or the higher vocational school.

The promotion of graduates

Article 126

The promotion of person having completed  graduate and post-graduate studies is done by the dean or the director, under a procedure determined by the bylaw of the faculty,  or the higher vocational school or the scientific institution. 

The promotion of persons having acquired the Ph.D. title is done by the university rector, under a procedure determined by the university bylaw. 

Section 6

Records

Article 127

The following records are maintained at higher education institutions performing the higher education activity: the main book of students enrolled, the main book of students graduated, the diary of working with students by years of studies, and students` files. Their form and content is prescribed by the minister in charge for the higher education matters.

The main book of students enrolled and the main book of persons graduated represent documents of permanent value. 

The right to issue state  documentation

Article 128

Only the higher education institution possessing license and having been entered into the registry of higher education institutions may issue state documentation on a completed professional education level and state documentation. 

Other state documentation in terms of this Law includes the following: the student's personal book ('index'), the student's ID and the certificate on studies completed. 

The manner of records keeping, the form, the contents and the issuing of state documentation are determined upon proposal from the Inter-University Conference by the ministry in charge of higher education matters.

CHAPTER TEN 

TEACHING-SCIENTIFIC, TEACHING 

AND ASSOCIATE TITLES

Teaching--scientific and teaching  titles

Article 129

The teaching-scientific titles at a faculty  are a docent, a part-time professor and a full time professor. 

The teaching-scientific titles at the faculties of philology and the other higher education institutions whereat language instruction is taking place  are a proofreader and a senior proofreader. 

At higher vocational schools, teaching titles are a lecturer, a senior lecturer and a professor at a higher vocational school. 

The provision of the para 3 of this Article applies appropriately on the teachers at the University sports center. 

At higher education institutions, election may also be made to scientific titles in accordance with the Law on Scientific Activities. 

A higher education activity can be performed only by a person elected in a teaching-scientific, i.e., scientific title for the period he/she has been elected for.

As an exception of the para 5 of this Article, a higher education activities at the post graduate and doctoral studies may be performed by  a person elected in teaching or associate title, in accordance with the provisions of the Law on Scientific Activities, according to the equivalence of the titles as determined by this Law.

Associate titles

Article 130

Associate titles are: a junior assistant, an assistant,  a junior proofreader and art assistant.

The associates referred to in the para 1 of this Article are elected in scientific, i.e. art fields, determined by the bylaws of the higher education institution.

The associates take part in the education and teaching process tot he extent defined by the bylaws of the higher education institution. The associates can not give lectures and give exams independently. 

Demonstrators
Article 131

At faculties and higher vocational schools, demonstrators may be elected from among students having completed the third year of studies with an average grade of at least 8.0 or attending Ph.D. or post-graduate studies. 

The conditions and the manner of electing demonstrators and their rights and responsibilities are regulated by the bylaw of the higher education institution. 

The demonstrators take part in the education and teaching process to he extent defined in the curriculum.

\The higher education institution and the demonstrator conclude an agreement regulating mutual rights and duties.

                                          The conditions for election 






                                                      Article 132

The teaching staff is elected in the teaching-scientific  titles according to criteria and the procedure for election into the teaching-scientific, teaching, scientific and associate titles laid down by an act of the university, on the basis of the unified criteria determined by the Inter-University conference.

The faculties, i.e., the higher vocational schools in accordance with the criteria referred to in para 1 of this article, regulate more closely in their bylaws the conditions for election in the teaching-scientific, scientific, teaching and associate titles.

The conditions of election

in particular teaching-scientific titles

Article 133

The teaching staff is elected in teaching-scientific titles in the scientific fields defined by the higher education institution bylaw.

To the title of a docent, a person may be elected that possesses the scientific degree of a Doctor of Sciences in the scientific field to which such person is elected, as well as published scientific and expert papers, achievements in the application of research results and an ability to perform particular types of the education activities. 

To the title of a part-time professor, a person may be elected that possesses the scientific title of a Doctor of Sciences in the scientific field for which he/she is elected, independent scientific and expert  papers published separately or within scientific publications, textbooks, participation in scientific research projects or considerable achievements in the application of scientific research results, contribution to the training of teaching-scientific staff and an ability to perform  various types of the education activities. 

To the title of a full time professor, a person may be elected that possesses the scientific title of a Doctor of Sciences in the scientific field he/she is elected for, who has published a larger number of  scientific papers published separately or within scientific publications having considerable impact over the development of science and practice, textbooks, who has taken part or has been the project manager of a scientific project, has made personal contribution to the training of the teaching-scientific staff and  possesses the ability to perform all the types of the education activities. 

The conditions of election to proofreading titles

Article 134

To the title of a proofreader (a lector), a person may be elected that has completed post-graduate studies in relevant the scientific field and that has shown ability to perform education work, and a candidate that possesses adequate higher education, is fully familiar with the issues in its own discipline and possesses practical experience in the performing of the education work. 

To the title of senior proofreader (a senior lector), a person may be elected that has completed post-graduate studies in the relevant scientific field, has published scientific and expert papers and shows ability to perform the education work

. 

Special conditions regarding the election in expert-art courses

Article 135

To the titles of a docent, a part-time professor or a regular professor at expert-art courses, a person may be elected even if not having acquired the scientific title of Doctor of Sciences, provided that he/she possesses adequate higher education, recognized own pieces of art, recognized own expert-art -related works or achievements that are of special significance to the affirmation of culture and the arts outside the country, as well as possessing the ability to perform the education work. 

The conditions of selection to titles at higher vocational schools

Article 136

To the title of a lecturer at a higher vocational school, a person may be elected that has completed post-graduate studies in the relevant scientific field and that has shown the ability to perform the education and the highly expert work, published own expert works and several years of  successful teaching experience in his/her profession.

To the title of a senior lecturer at a higher vocational school, a person may be elected that has completed post-graduate studies, published  a large number of  scientific, i.e.,   expert papers and an ability to perform education and higher expert work. 

To the title of a professor at a higher vocational school, a person may be elected that has the title of a Doctor of Sciences, own published scientific and expert papers and an ability to perform the education and higher expert work. 

The conditions for selection to the title of a junior assistant, i.e., junior proofreader 

Article 137

To the title of a junior assistant, a person may be elected that has completed adequate higher education with an average grade of at least 8.0, has  knowledge of one of the world's languages and has shown ability to perform the teaching-scientific, teaching-expert or teaching-art work. 

As an exception to para 1 of this Article, as a junior assistant at a higher education institution a person with average grade of at least 8,00 (eight) at the courses he/she is being elected for if, besides the other conditions determined by this Law, this person has an above average talent in the field of culture and art and possesses psycho-physical abilities that are a necessary prerequisite for performance of the associate’s activities.

As a junior proofreader may be elected a person who has completed adequate higher education with average grade of at least 8.00 (eight), who has full command over the foreign language and  possesses teaching abilities. 

The rights and duties of a junior assistant, i.e., junior proofreader, shall be laid down by the higher education bylaw.

The person referred in paragraphs 1, 2 and 3 of this Article shall not enter into employment relation, but  shall have the right to enroll to the post-graduate studies without having to pay the relevant fees, the right to adequate health  insurance and the right to a financial remuneration. The junior assistant. I.e., the junior proof reader,  is obliged to enroll post-graduate studies in the next school year following the year of his/her election at latest. 

The higher education institution and the junior assistant, i.e., junior proofreader conclude an agreement for regulating mutual rights and obligations.

The conditions for election of assistants and art assistant

Article 138

To the title of an assistant, a person may be elected  that has completed post-graduate master studies in the relevant scientific or art-related field, or specialization in the field of medicine in accordance with the Law on Health Care, and has defended successfully a master thesis,  possesses  knowledge of one of the world's languages and has shown ability to perform the teaching-scientific or the teaching-art work. 

To the title of an assistant on expert art-related subjects, a person may also be  elected that has completed adequate higher education, has publicly presented and recognized artistic achievements and has shown the ability to perform art-related teaching and teaching-scientific work. 

The university bylaw determines the possibility of awarding the title of art associate to distinguished experts in the area of the arts, who participate on a more  continuous basis  in the performing of the art-related teaching work. 

The election competition

Article 139

The election to teaching-scientific, scientific, teaching and associate titles is carried out  by means of a state competition announced by the higher education institution in the daily printed media. 

The competition is announced for election to all teaching-scientific, scientific  or teaching  titles. 

The competition for election in an associate title contains explicit reference to  the associate title the election is conducted for.

On the competition referred to in para 1 of this article the provisions of this Law on the election into teaching-scientific, scientific, teaching and associate titles shall apply. 

The competition procedure lasts for six months at most. In case the election procedure does not end within the term referred, the election procedure is terminated and a new competition is announced. 

                                                  The election procedure
Article 140

The candidate election to teaching-scientific, scientific, teaching and associate titles is done by the teaching-scientific, i.e. the teaching,  council, on the basis of the assessment in the report of the review commission that is established after the expiration of the term for candidate application to the competition. 

The review commission is established by the teaching-scientific, i.e. the teaching council and is composed of at least three members. The members of the review commission may come from the higher education institution conducting the election and from other higher education and scientific institutions performing higher education activity in accordance with this  Law. 

More than half of the members of the review commission are members elected in teaching-scientific and scientific titles from the same teaching-scientific or art-related field wherein the candidate is elected for and the remaining members come from related teaching-scientific, i.e.,  art field. 

Members of the review commission may not bear to a title lower than the title to which the  candidate is elected to. 

The review commission issues a written report on all candidates that have applied. The review commission report contains an assessment of the scientific, professional, pedagogical and other achievements of candidates that are of importance  for the determination  of conditions for election to the given title, as well as a proposal to elect a candidate. The higher education institution publishes the document  of the review commission in the relevant bulletin of the university, at least 15 days prior to the day of the election.

In case the teaching-scientific, teaching-art, i.e.,  teaching council fails to elect the candidate proposed, the competition is repeated. 

The election to a title constitutes the basis for the establishing of an employment relation to a definite or an indefinite period of time. 

More specific provisions on the  election procedure  to teaching-scientific, scientific, teaching  and associate titles are laid down  by the bylaw of the faculty and  the higher vocational school, in accordance with  the university act on the unified criteria and procedure for election in teaching-scientific, scientific, teaching and associate titles.




The employment relationship





Article 141

The person elected to a teaching – scientific, scientific, teaching and the associate title  assistant, establishes the employment relationship and exercise  rights and obligations from that employment relationship in accordance with this or other law or collective agreement between the majority syndicate in the state  higher education institution in Republic of Macedonia and the Government of the Republic of Macedonia.

By virtue of the election to a teaching – scientific, scientific, teaching and associate title, the elected person establishes his employment relationship for the period that he/she  is elected for.

In a private higher education institution, with a consent by  the elected person referred to in  para1 of this Article, establishing the employment relationship may be for shorter period than the period that the person is elected for.      

Terms within which election is conducted

Article 142

A docent, a  part-time  and a full time professor and a higher vocational school professor are elected for a period of five years. 

A full time  professor and a higher vocational school professor, following their second selection, i.e., when above 60 years of age, following the election acquire an employment relation for indefinite period of time and  retain  their status of a full time professor  for the rest of their lives. 

A proofreader and a senior proofreader, a senior lecturer and a lecturer and an associate are elected for a period of four years. 

An assistant is elected for a period of three years with the right  of one more re-election. 

An assistant that has acquired the scientific degree of Doctor of Sciences may be elected to that title for an indefinite number of times. 

As an exception of the para 5 of this Article, an assistant in art courses who has not acquired the scientific degree of a doctor of sciences mat be reelected in that title without limitation as to number of reelections.

A junior assistant is elected for a period of one year with the right to two more re-elections.

The manner of election, the period the election is for  and the manner of training junior assistants are regulated by the bylaw of the higher education institution.

Election in a title after the expiration of the period for which the election has been made for

Article 143

Six months prior to the expiration of the period for which election has been made to a teaching-scientific, a scientific, a teaching or a associate title at latest, the dean, i.e. the director announces a competition  for the election to an teaching-scientific, a scientific, a teaching or an associate title. 

In the election referred in paragraph 1 of this Article, provisions  of this Law shall apply regarding the election to teaching-scientific, scientific, teaching and associate titles. 

The term of announcing the competition referred in paragraph 1 of this Article is extended for the period spent at  military service, maternal leave, sickness leave longer than six months, as well as for the employment relation demurrment  in cases determined by law. 

Persons who have  not  been elected
Article 144

If following  an election procedure the person that has previously been elected to an teaching-scientific, a scientific, a teaching or an associate title is nominated for an election into  a higher title but is not elected thereto, voting is repeated on the election to the existing title to which this person has previously been elected for. 

The employment relationship is considered as terminated for a person that has not been elected to a title. 

The person referred in paragraph 3 of this Article shall have the right to appeal to the body having decided on the election. In case the appeal is rejected, the person has the right to appeal to the University Senate which establishes a commission of 3 members consisting of full time professor  from the same or a related scientific field that the claimant belongs to, of which at least two members should come from another higher education institution. The commission submits a report in which it provides an assessment on the election. The decision  of the University Senate is final. 

Early election to a higher title
Article 145

The election to a higher teaching-scientific, scientific, teaching and associate title may be carried out even before the expiration  of the term for which election has been conducted to the existing title in case conditions have been met for the election to a higher title, and in case the relevant person has provided special contribution to the development and application of the science or the art-related field to which such person has been elected to a title, following the expiry of at least half of the term for which election has originally been done. 

The initiative for election to a higher title prior to the expiry of the election term may be raised by the institute, the department or by another organization unit belonging to related scientific fields.

The teaching-scientific, i.e., the teaching council of the higher education institution shall announce a competition and conduct the procedure of election to a higher title in accordance with this Law and the university act on the unique criteria and procedure for election into teaching-scientific, scientific, teaching and associate titles. 

Early cessation of the election

Article 146

The person elected to a teaching-scientific, a scientific, a teaching or an associate title is bound to continuously upgrade and demonstrate its scientific, expert, i.e., art competence, to  perform successfully  the higher education activity, to contribute to the creation of teaching-scientific or the artistic young staff and to take care about the successful implementation of curricula and programs and to contribute to the development and application of the scientific or the art-related field within which such person has been elected to a title. 

The employment relation may be terminated even before the expiration of the period of election with respect to  a person elected to a teaching-scientific, a teaching or an associate title, if it is established,  in a manner and under a procedure determined by the bylaw, that such person has for a longer time period failed to meet its responsibilities referred in paragraph 1, if such person has been hindering the statutory and the bylaw activities of the higher education institution in question or it has   preventing other members from the realization of their rights and the performing of their duties within the higher education institution in question, if the basic criteria have ceased to exist on the basis of which election has been originally conducted, or if such person has committed a criminal offense within or in connection with the higher education activity. 

The decision on the termination i.e. cessation of the election even prior to the expiation of the term for which a person has been elected to an teaching-scientific, an teaching or an associate title is made by the body that has performed the original election, on the basis of the report of a commission composed of three full time professors. 

The person referred in paragraph 3 shall have the right to appeal to the body having decided on the cessation of election. In case the appeal is turned down, the person concerned has the right to an appeal to the University Senate which then establishes a commission of 3 members composed of full time professors at the same or a related scientific field within which the claimant has the title, of which members at least two shall come from another higher education institution. The commission submits a report in which it provides an assessment regarding the election. The decision of the University Senate is  final.

The right to perform  the higher education activity 

at another higher education institution

Article 147

Persons from a higher education institution may perform the higher education or the art-related activity at another higher education or art-related institution in the titles to which they have been elected at,  within the same or related teaching-scientific or art area,  on the basis of the approval from the higher education institution within which they have been elected. 

The conditions under which the right referred in paragraph 1 is realized are determined by the bylaw of the higher education institution concerned. 

Visiting  professors
Article 148

Upon invitation from the management body of a higher education institution, professors, distinguished scientists from the country and abroad may perform the higher education and the scientific research activity for a limited  period of time  as guests. 

The conditions under which the activity referred in paragraph 1 is performed are set out by a contract. 

Distinguished  scientists, experts from practice and artists

Article 149

Distinguished  scientists, experts from  practice and artists, irrespective of their fulfillment of  the conditions set out by this Law related to the election to a title, may, upon invitation, take part in the conducting of teaching within specific parts of education subjects, to the extent and in a manner determined by a bylaw of the higher education institution in question, as specialists and experts. 

Nominal titles





Article 150

Distinguished scientists, experts from practice and artists and associates to a higher education institution meeting the requirements for elections to titles, for whom there is no vacancy for election to a  teaching-scientific or a teaching title, may  be elected to the titles of nominal  docent and nominal  part-time professor, under the conditions and in a procedure determined by this Law.

The type and the scope of the participation in performing higher education activity for persons elected to nominal titles is determined by teaching-scientific or teaching-artistic council.  

The equivalency of titles
Article 151

Scientific and associate titles acquired in accordance with the provisions of the Law on Scientific Research Activity shall, for the purpose of performing the higher education activity in a manner and under the conditions determined by this Law, correspond  to the following titles determined by this Law: a scientific advisor to a full time professor, a senior scientific associate to a part-time professor, a scientific associate to a docent, and an associate to the scientific research activity to an associate within the higher education institution. 

The equivalent titles referred in paragraph 1 of this Article may be used as teaching-scientific and associate titles in case the scientific institution in question has obtained licensing for conducting of post-graduate and Ph.D. studies i.e. for attaining of the Ph.D. title, to the extent and in a manner determined by this  Law and the licensing decision. 

The honorary professor and the honorary doctor of sciences

Article 152

To a distinguished professor from a foreign university who has made a special contribution to the development of the higher education activity, upon proposal from a higher education institution, the university may award the title of an Honorary  Professor. 

To distinguished scientific, cultural,  business and other workers in the country and abroad that have, by their acting, promoted the scientific thought, the culture, or have in another manner contributed to the development of higher education, upon proposal from a higher education institution or a licensed scientific institution, the university may award the rank of an Honorary Doctor of Sciences (Doctor Honoris Causa). 

More specific provisions regarding the awarding of the title Honorary Professor and the rank of Honorary Doctor of Sciences and their rights are determined by the bylaw of the university. 

Paid and unpaid leave of absence

Article 153

To a person elected to a teaching-scientific, a teaching or an associate title, once in every five years, the higher education institution in question may approve a paid leave of absence of a  duration of up to one year, or an unpaid leave of a duration of up to three years, for the purpose of a stay  abroad for expert or scientific upgrading within the relevant scientific field, or for the purpose of staying at a higher education or a scientific institution having the status of a teaching-scientific or a scientific research title. 

Termination of the employment relation due to the fulfillment of  the retirement conditions

Article 154

A person elected to a teaching-scientific or a teaching title who  has met, in the course of the school year,  the conditions of retirement, shall have its employment relation extended  till the end of the current school year.

A retired full time professor  may conduct post-graduate and Ph.D. studies or to work on scientific research project under conditions determined with the bylaw of higher education institution. 

Time period for acquisition of  the titles rights and responsibilities by

 persons elected by the main commission

Article 155

A person elected to a teaching-scientific, a teaching or an associate title by a main commission in the procedure of establishing a higher education institution shall acquire  the rights and responsibilities to the title s/he has been elected to, set out by this Law, on the day the higher education institution in question is entered to the registry of higher education institutions. 
CHAPTER ELEVEN 

STUDENTS

Student’s status

Article 156

The status of a student, meaning also a status of a member of the academic community,  is acquired  by the enrollment to graduate, post-graduate and doctoral studies at a higher education institution.

The status of a student is proven by the student's identification card. 

The rights of the student
Article 157

The student enjoys the  right:

- to full time  studies as a full time  student and the right to part-time studies as a part-time student;

- to admission and education under equal conditions determined by law, the bylaw and the study program;

- to take part in the management of higher education institutions in accordance with this Law and the bylaw of the higher education institution concerned;

- to have its rights and duties protected before  the bodies of a higher education institution;

- to protection of  the student’s personality from abuse and of his/her dignity.

The student also enjoys  the right to: 

- decide on the type of studies to be attended;

-study simultaneously in several study programs from different fields  and to attend additional courses;

-continue his/her studies at another higher education institution if  the higher education institution s/he has enrolled at ceases to work;

-use the library, database, premises, equipment (education tools), the software and other scientific and professional infrastructure at higher education institutions;

-take part in the scientific research and expert activities, in which case his/her rights as  to copyright, innovation and related rights and awards are guaranteed;

-elect and to be elected as student representative to the bodies of higher education institutions;

-use the student services (accommodation, canteens, health care etc.), the services of the city  and long-distance transport in accordance with the conditions determined by a law and by the providers of such services;

-use the university  facilities for sports and culture activities;

-make transfers from one to another higher education institution i.e. from one to another study type and to use the advantages of the credit system;

-organize citizens` associations and to other forms of personal initiative;

- resume the studies the attending of which he/she has terminated;

- have a vacation  of not less than 60 days within a calendar year;

- obtain State and other scholarships or to use a subsistence credit during studying;

- maintain cooperation with students from the country and from abroad; and

-enjoy other rights in accordance with the law and the bylaw of the higher education institution attended.

Students, students studying for a Ph.D. title and students specializing to a field who are orphans, blind, deaf, first- or second-group handicapped persons, mothers with  children of age 6 or less and persons at  hospital treatment  shall have the right to special advantages determined by the bylaw of the higher education institution concerned. 

The student at a higher education institution realizes the rights referred in paragraphs 1 and 2 hereunder to the extent and under the conditions specified by law and by the bylaw of the higher education institution in question.

With the aim to protect the students rights at each university Student Ombudsman is established. Mandate, election and work of the Student Ombudsman is regulated with bylaw of the university, based on the bylaw of the interuniversity conference. 

Parallel studying
Article 158

A student may study simultaneously at another graduate studies in the  status of a part-time student, by bearing the costs of such studies. 

A student who, following the completion of the first year of graduate studies, achieves the average grade of at least 8, shall have the right to take relevant exams before their actual scheduled terms, i.e., the first block of courses according to the credit system, as well as to a parallel studying at another faculty,  without cost compensation.

The manner and conditions of studying referred in paragraph 1 hereunder and of the realizing the right referred in paragraph 2 hereunder shall be regulated in more detail by the bylaw of the higher education institution concerned. 

The transfer from one to another study program

Article 159

In the course of the  studies, a student may make a transfer from one to another study field or specialized section, under the conditions determined by the bylaw of the higher education institution to which the student is transferring to, adjusted to the University Rules on unique basis of credit system and transfer  from one to another higher education institution.

The student who was enrolled at higher education institution which ceased to work shall have the right to continue the studies at the same or related higher education institution under conditions  determined with bylaw of the higher education institution at which he continues his studies.

The students referred to paragraph 2 compensate costs in accordance with bylaw of the higher education institution and this Law.

The rules of studying

Article 160

The conditions under which the student may, according the credit system, enroll for new courses from the next year of studies or a next semester if studies have been organized by semesters and the  monitoring and assessing the knowledge are determined by an act of the  faculty or a higher vocational school on the basis of the University Act on Unified Studying Rules. 

The termination  of the student status

Article 161

The  status of a student may be terminated  in accordance with the conditions and the  procedure determined by the bylaw of the relevant higher education institution concerned.

The status referred in paragraph 1 hereunder shall cease in case the student:

- graduates;

- fails  complete his/her studies within the term specified by law and the bylaw;

- fail  meet the conditions under  the credit system and does not enroll a specific school year, i.e., the semester,  under the  terms determined by the bylaw;

- cancels enrollment;

- is expelled.

The status referred in paragraph 1 hereunder may be renewed in a manner and under a procedure determined by the bylaw of the given higher education institution, unless the student was permanently expelled. The costs for renewing the status are born by the student.

Discipline measures

Article 162

In case of violation of duties and failure to meet responsibilities, the discipline measures of warning, public warning and expulsion may be issued to a student at graduate studies.

The discipline measure of student expulsion is enforced for the school year during which it has been issued. 

Discipline measures are issued by discipline body of the higher education institution. Within the discipline body, one student is delegated by the council of students at the higher education institution. 

The bylaw of a higher education institution determines the composition of the discipline body, the manner and procedure of determining discipline responsibility of a student, the discipline  measures and conditions for their imposition and the right to protection of  the student. 

The discipline responsibility procedure is carried out in accordance with the principle of fairness and the right of a hearing before the discipline body.





Subsection III

Student participation in management

Forms of student participation in management

Article 163   

Students participate in the management of higher education institution through  representatives of  the university student association in the bodies of higher education institution, through various  forms of self – organizing or other forms under conditions established by the law and the bylaw of the higher education institution.

Contents of the student participation in the management

Article 164

Within their right to participate in the  management, the students:

- adopt and implement the program of  activities related to their interests at the higher education institutions; 

-review and submits to the competent bodies their opinion on the bylaw, other general acts of general character  and other matters related to students` rights and duties;

-elect student representatives to the higher education institutions` management bodies;

- take part in the candidate selection procedure for the election or a Rector, a Dean or a Director and participate in their election; and

· decide and debate on other matters of interest to students. 

                                                 CHAPTER TWELVE

THE RECOGNITION  OF HIGHER EDUCATION STUDIES

The recognition of higher education qualifications gained abroad
Article 165

The recognition of higher education qualifications, or of a part of higher education studies attended abroad, means formal confirmation by the Ministry in charge of higher education matters, on the basis of an expert proposal of a relevant higher education institution of the Republic of Macedonia, of the value, quality and comparability of a foreign higher education qualification to the domestic one, that is, the recognition of all rights that such diploma or certificate provides in the country in which it has been acquired. 

Academic and professional recognition

Article 166

By means of academic recognition, the right of access to higher education institutions in the Republic of Macedonia is realized i.e. the possibility to continue higher education studies for the purpose of acquiring a higher education qualification, or the recognition of a final higher education qualification for academic purposes. 

By means of professional recognition of a higher education qualification, the performing of a professional activity in the Republic of Macedonia is enabled. 

By means of partial recognition, a part of higher education studies successfully completed abroad is formally recognized. 

The contents and the aim of recognition

Article 167

The recognition of acquired  higher education qualifications or of a part of higher education studies attended abroad is an integral part of the right to education and the promotion of the freedom of movement. 

Within the procedure of recognition foreign higher education qualifications, differences are acknowledged between and among higher education systems, any form of discrimination  and prejudice in the assessment of a foreign higher education qualification is avoided and mutual trust and transparency are provided for. 

Competency
Article 168

The Minister in charge of higher education matters, on the basis of a proposal from the expert commission of a higher education institution (hereinafter referred to as "the expert commission"), decides separately on each request for recognition of higher education qualifications acquired abroad or of a part of studies attended abroad. 

The expert commission referred in article 1, upon request from the Minister, is established by the teaching-scientific, i.e. the teaching council of the higher education institution which is closest to the teaching-scientific field for recognition of a foreign higher education qualification. 

The expert commission makes its proposal after reviewing of all the documentation submitted by the applicant and after having obtained an opinion from the information center, within 60 days from the date of submitting the relevant request on the part of the Minister. In case the commission does not provide its opinion in this term, the Minister may establish another commission with new composition.

Meeting the formal requirements of recognition

Article 169

The expert commission defines proposal to recognize a higher education qualification acquired abroad or of a part of studies attended abroad, when the contents and the quality of the foreign higher education qualification and the relevant institution justify such a decision i.e. when all formal requirements have been met for recognition. 

Belonging of the higher education institution to the State system of higher education as a 

the main condition of recognition

Article 170

The expert commission submits a  proposal for recognition of a higher education qualification or a part of studies attended abroad in case such qualification has been issued or such studies have been attended at a foreign institution recognized by the competent bodies of that State i.e. in case the institution in question belongs to the higher education system of that State. 

Persons that may request recognition
Article 171

The right to recognition of their qualifications have:

 - the citizens of the Republic of Macedonia and persons having permanent residence permission in the Republic of Macedonia; 

- persons intending to move to the Republic of Macedonia to establish employment relation or continue their studies;

- foreign citizens; and

· persons without citizenship. 

Documents required 

Article 172

For the purpose of recognition of a qualification, the applicant is bound to submit the following documents, legally confirmed by the institution in question or by a public notary  verification: 

- the document evidencing the qualification, original and a copy;

- copies of supporting documents defined by the Minister in charge of the higher education matters;

- public notary-verified translation of the documents. 

The expert commission conducting the assessment has the right to require other additional documents necessary for the assessment i.e. for the recognition of qualification.

The procedure of recognition
Article 173

The decision for recognition of the qualification states that a foreign qualification meets the requirements set out for access to higher education or for employment in the Republic of Macedonia. 

The proposal for recognition is signed by the president of the expert commission. The decision is signed by the Minister in charge of higher education matters. 

In case the expert commission finds that a foreign qualification does not suffice for the purpose of further studying or employment in the Republic of Macedonia, it states in its report the reasons thereof and notifies the applicant on the available measures the latter can take in order to obtain recognition in further procedure. 

The recognition of equal rights

Article 174

A foreign qualification recognized in the Republic of Macedonia cannot provide to  the applicant greater rights than the rights such person has had with the same qualification in the State where it has been awarded. 

Conditions for recognition

Article 175

The following circumstances are significant for the recognition of a higher education qualification acquired abroad: 

- the education system of the foreign country;

- the overall comparability of the system;

- is the foreign higher education institution recognized, i.e. authorized from the competent authorities in the country in question for issuance of diplomas and certificates;

- recognition of foreign diplomas and certificates in the country of origin; 

- the nature of education provided by the institution in question meaning academic or professional orientation;

- the conditions to enter/ enroll the education institution in question;

- the curriculum of the education institution;

- the contents of each subject studied;

- the duration of studying each subject;

- the system of assessment;

- the quality of the education institution i.e. its curriculum;

- the development of the system of accreditation and system of evaluation;

- the rights attainable with the document in the country of origin;

- the aims of the potential recognition etc.; and

- similar cases previously dealt with i.e. previous practice. 

Additional requirements for recognition and legal advice as to the right of appeal

Article 176

In case the differences in the key elements for acquiring a higher education qualification or for a part of the studies attended and completed abroad are important to the recognition itself, it may as such be conditioned by taking additional exams or, as an alternative, partial recognition may be done. 

In case a request for recognition a foreign higher education qualification has been rejected, the expert commission, in the decision, justifies the reasons of rejection and instructs the applicant of the possibility of an appeal i.e. it informs the applicant on the deadline, the manner and place of lodging the appeal. 

Deadline for recognition
Article 177

The act on recognition or the partial or conditioned recognition or on the non-recognition of a foreign higher education qualification is issued within three months following the date when the full documentation thereto has been submitted at latest. 

In case of delays to the deadline of processing a recognition request, the expert commission provides an explanation to the reasons of going beyond the time limit set. 

In case the Minister in charge of higher education matters determines that the prolonging of the term for processing a request has not been justified, it addresses the request for the establishing an expert commission to another higher education institution. 

The right to appeal

Article 178

The applicant who is not satisfied with the decision on recognition of a foreign higher education qualification may submit an objection to the Expert Commission within a period of 15 days. 

The applicant who is not satisfied with the decision of the Expert Commission may within 30 days file an appeal before the Supreme Court of the Republic of Macedonia. 

Records
Article 179

Records are kept and maintained on recognition of foreign higher education qualifications. 

More specific regulations regarding the manner of records keeping and maintaining are issued by the Minister in charge of higher education matters. 

The Information Center

Article 180

The Ministry in charge of higher education matters establishes an Information Center for the purpose of recognition of higher education qualifications acquired abroad or of a part of studies attended abroad (hereinafter referred to as "Information Center"). The Information Center includes staff specialized at the issue of recognizing qualifications acquired  abroad and at the world's education systems and their comparability and compatibility to the higher education system in the Republic of Macedonia. 

Within  its rights and responsibilities, the Information Center: 

- develops a general description of the higher education system in the Republic of Macedonia, of the status of higher education institutions, of the requirements of enrollment, of programs, of qualifications, of titles etc.; 

- implements rights and obligations from the international acts and documents into the national legislation;

- collects information on foreign higher education systems;

- develops a review of essential differences between foreign and domestic higher education qualifications;

- provides description of the procedure for recognition of the qualifications in order to be easier accessible  to the applicants for recognition of higher education qualifications acquired abroad;

- determines methodology of evaluation, the duration of the procedure, the right to appeal, the costs of the procedure, the necessary documentation etc.;

- prepares provisional information on the possible recognition of a given foreign qualification to students wishing to spend a period of their studying at a foreign higher education institution;

- recommends principles for recognition of higher education institutions in the sense of developing instruments such as the European Credit Transfer System and the  Diploma Supplement;

- identifies forged qualifications and qualifications issued by institutions not recognized;

- develops a database;

- issues guidelines on studying at higher education institutions in the Republic of Macedonia to foreign students;

- prepares bilateral and multilateral agreements important for recognition of higher education qualifications attained abroad, i.e. part of studies attended abroad ; and

- promotes the Lisbon Convention, the Council of Europe Recommendations and UNESCO Recommendations, mutual agreements of higher education institutions and other international agreements important for recognition of higher education qualifications attained abroad, i.e. part of studies attended abroad. 

The Information Center disseminates the information referred to in para 1 of this Article to the expert commissions for recognition of foreign higher education  qualifications, the higher education  institutions in the Republic of Macedonia, the foreign higher education  institutions, the international organizations and the applicants on the responsibilities referred in paragraph 1 of this article.

CHAPTER THIRTEEN 

SUPERVISION OVER THE WORK 

OF THE HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITUTION

Supervision over the legality of work
Article 181

In case the Minister in charge of higher education matters determines that a higher education institution has been operating contrary to this Law and to other laws regulating performing the higher education activity, the higher education institution in question will be, with minutes, notified on the illegality of its operation and set a deadline to eliminate the illegality observed, which as such may not be shorter than 6 months.

The Minister in charge of higher education matters, prior to issuing decision may worn the higher education institution to eliminate the illegality.

In case the higher education institution fails to act according to the notification referred in paragraph 1 within the deadline specified and if such illegal acts substantially violate this Law, the Minister in charge of higher education matters shall issue a decision on provisional cessation of  the operation of that higher education institution on which it further notifies the founder thereof.

The Minister in charge of higher education matters shall issue a decision on provisional cessation of  the operation of that higher education institution upon previous opinion by the Accreditation Board.

The decision referred in paragraph 1 may be appealed against to the Government of the Republic of Macedonia. 

The decision of the Government of the Republic of Macedonia may be appealed against before  the Supreme Court of Macedonia, whose decision on the matter is final. 

Following the finality  of the decision referred to in para 6 of this article, the Minister in charge of higher education matters shall delete the higher education institution in question from the registry of higher education institutions. 

Supervision over Constitution and statute compliance
Article 182

In case the general act of a higher education institution is not in accordance with the Constitution or a statute, the Minister in charge of higher education matters shall have the right to suspend the enforcement of the act in question and within eight days following the date of adopting the decision to suspend the enforcement, to initiate a procedure before the Constitutional Court of  the Republic of Macedonia on reviewing the constitutionality and the legality  of the said act. 

Before the initiation of the procedure of constitutional review, the Minister in charge of higher education matters may notify the higher education institution in question on the suspension of the enforcement  of the act concerned and may request from that higher education institution that it removes the illegality within 30 days following the date of  receipt of the decision on suspension. In case the higher education institution does not within this deadline act in accordance with the decision,  the Minister in charge of higher education matters, within the next eight days following the expiry of the 30 days` term, shall initiate before the  competent court the procedure of reviewing of the act in question.

Supervision over the issuance of diplomas
Article 183

In case the ministry in charge of higher education matters, in the performing of its right of supervision over the legality of work, finds that a higher education institution has issued a diploma contrary to the provisions of this Law, it shall issue a decision to proclaim the diploma in question null and void which as such is published in the  media, and shall then submit an initiative to the Public Prosecutor for criminal law prosecution of  the responsible person. 

CHAPTER FOURTEEN

TRANSITIONAL AND FINAL PROVISIONS

The continuation of work as state  higher education institutions

Article 184

By the entry into force of this Law, the University of "St. Cyril and Methodius" in Skopje and the University of "St. Kliment of Ohrid" in Bitola, including the existing faculties and higher vocational schools within their composition entered into the Registry of Higher Education Institutions in the Republic of Macedonia, shall continue their work as state higher education institutions. 

Higher  schools shall continue their work as higher vocational schools. 

The evaluation and licensing of state higher education institutions, i.e., state scientific institutions referred in paragraph 1 shall be carried out within 24 months following the date of entry into force of this Law. 

State military and police academies

Article 185

Provisions of this Law shall apply to higher education State military and police academies unless otherwise provided for in the laws  by which they have been established. 

Deadline for adjustment to this Law
Article 186

The existing public institutions entered to the Registry of Higher Education Institutions in the Republic of Macedonia shall, within 12 months following the date of entry into force of this Law, adjust their organization, work, bylaws and other general acts, shall adopt other acts set out by this Law and shall constitute management bodies and expert bodies set out by this Law. 

Until the adoption of the general acts referred in paragraph 1, the existing general acts shall apply, under the condition that they are not contrary to this Law. 

Deadline for adjustment on the part of scientific institutions

Article 187

Scientific institutions performing the higher education activity shall, within 12 months following the date of entry into force of this Law, adjust their work thereto. 

Deadline for Fund constitution

Article 188

The Fund shall be established within 6 months following the date of entry into force of this Law at latest. 

Within  3 months following the establishing of its Management Board, the Fund shall adopt the acts provided for by this Law. 

Deadline for the  commencement of the work of the Licensing Board 

and Evaluation Agency

Article 189

The Licensing Board shall be established within 3 months following the date of entry into force of this Law at latest, and shall commence its work within 6 months following the date of adoption thereof at latest. 

The conditions for the work of the Licensing Board shall be provided for by the Minister in charge of higher education matters, within the term identified in paragraph 1 hereunder.

Evaluation Agency shall commence its work within 30 days following the date of establishment of the Licensing Board. 

Deadline for adopting acts by the Minister 
Article 190

The Minister in charge of higher education matters shall, within a period of 12 months following the date of entry into force of this Law, adopt the acts determined thereby.

Deadline for completing studies according to the previous law

Article 191

The procedure of acquiring the Ph.D. title commenced prior to the entry into force of this Law may be completed in accordance with the provisions of the Law on Directed Education and the bylaw of the higher education institution or the university in question within 3 years following the date of entry into force of this Law at latest. 

The term of meeting the requirements on the part of teaching staff working on pedagogical academies
Article 192

The teaching staff working at pedagogical academies with the title of lecturers which have not completed post-graduate studies to the title of professor and which have not acquired the Ph.D. title, shall continue their work at the relevant higher vocational school in the education process at the subject to which they have been elected, by September 30, 2002 at latest. 

The existing teaching staff at higher vocational schools to the title of lecturer which have not completed post-graduate studies or the title of professor and which have not gained the title of Doctor of Sciences, may be re-elected to the same title and perform their work as teaching staff to that title by September 30, 2002 at latest. 

The existing teaching staff to the title of lecturer referred in paragraphs 1 and 2 hereunder which shall not complete their post-graduate studies by September 30, 2002 at latest shall have their employment terminated. 

The existing teaching staff to the title of professor referred in paragraphs 1 and 2 hereunder that shall not acquire the title of Doctor of Sciences by September 30, 2002 at latest may be elected to lower-rank titles. 

The term of meeting the requirements on the part 

of existing proofreaders and associates
Article 193

The existing associates to the title of junior assistant, as well as the existing associates to    the title assistant,  that have been elected to such title for the first time may be elected to the same title once again for a period of three years, with same rights and obligations they had at their first election. 

The existing associates to the title of proofreader may be elected to an teaching-professional title in accordance with the conditions and requirements set out by this  Law. 

The term of meeting the requirements 

on the part of existing lecturers and senior lecturers
Article 194

The existing lecturers and senior lecturers for the subjects of foreign languages, defense and physical (gym) education at non-origin higher education institutions which have not completed post-graduate studies may be re-selected to the same title and perform the work of teaching staff at that title by September 30 2004 at latest. 

Conditions under which an election procedure started shall continue

Article 195

The election to a teaching-scientific and an associate title that has commenced prior to the entry into force of the present law shall be completed under a procedure determined by the Law on Directed Education, to the titles foreseen by this law. 

The duration of the mandate of the persons elected

Article 196

The rector, the vice rector, the dean, vice dean or the principal and deputy principal of a public higher education institution elected prior to the entry into force of the present law shall continue to perform their functions until the expiry of the mandate period of their original election only. 

Diplomas or other personal documentation acquired in the  former SFRY 

Article 197

Persons that have, since December 31 1996, acquired  diplomas or other personal documentation on higher education, post-graduate studies or the title of Doctor of Sciences in the territories of former SFRY republics shall have recognized their higher education background, the expert title of specialist, the academic degree of Master of Sciences and the scientific degree of Doctor of Sciences, in accordance with the provisions of this Law.

The right to continue education

Article 198

Persons who had fulfilled statutory conditions for enrollment to graduate studies and had attended education, till the entry into force of this Law, outside of public higher education institutions within various forms of civil initiatives in the Republic of Macedonia, may, in accordance with the previsions of this Law and the bylaws of the corresponding  higher education institution:

- continue their studies on the first year of respective studies at the appropriate higher education institution;

- request an assessment of the knowledge acquired and on the basis of the results so demonstrated request enrolment at the appropriate study year; or

- on the basis of the results achieved during knowledge assessment to realize other rights.

The rights referred to in paragraph 1 are realized at appropriate higher education institutions according the provisions of this Law and their acts for internal evaluation. These rights may be realized upon personal request, submitted to the appropriate higher education institution until December 31, 2001, at latest.  

The cessation of the validity of the Law on Directed Education

Article 199

On the date of entry into force of this Law, the following shall cease to be valid and applicable: the provisions of the Law on Directed Education ("The Official Gazette of the Republic of Macedonia" No.` 16/85, 29/86, 7/88, 12/90, 18/89, 29/90, 11/91, 40/91 and 14/95) relating to higher education, the Law on Languages of Instruction at the Pedagogical Faculty of "St. Kliment of Ohrid" in Skopje, and the Law on Expert Titles and Academic Degrees (Official Paper of SFRY, no.13/63, 7/74 and 85/3). 

The entry into force of this Law

Article 200

This Law shall enter into force on the eighth day following the date of its publishing in "The Official Gazette of the Republic of Macedonia". 
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